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	Level One   Lesson 1 
	

	TURN UP THE HEAT! 
"Unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write: These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God: I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would that thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth" (Revelation 3:14-16).

1. It is the will of God for you to be "on fire for God!"

2. Old Testament examples of fire as a type of "the power and presence of God":

a. the burning bush (Ex. 3:1-6).

b. "The glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel" (Ex. 24:17).

c. the pillar of fire (Numbers 9:15-23).

d. Elijah at Mount Carmel: "The God that answereth by fire, let him be God" (I Kings 18:24).

3. The Holy Ghost power within us is likened unto fire.

a. John the Baptist spoke concerning Jesus, "He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire" (Matthew 3:11).

b. Jesus promised his followers: "Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you" (Acts 1:8).

4. When we are baptized with the Holy Spirit, we are filled with the presence of Jesus--the power of God. A holy fire is ignited in the sanctuary of our heart.

5. God wants us to be hot Christians--on fire for Him!

6. Take your spiritual temperature:

a. If we are on fire for God, we will love Jesus more than everything and everybody. Our whole life will be centered around Him. Our dreams, our plans, our ambitions will always be according to what He wants for us!

b. If we are on fire for Jesus, we will love to pray, worship, fast, read the Bible, attend the house of God more than anything else! We will count it a privilege to be able to give our tithing and our offerings for the upbuilding of the work of God. We will love our church and promote unity in it.

c. If we are on fire for Jesus, we will bear the fruit of the Spirit, thus loving God, loving one another, and loving those who are outside the kingdom of God (Galatians 5:22, 23). We will also be subject to our leaders, and honour them (Hebrews 13:17; I Timothy 5:17).

d. If we are on fire for Jesus, we will seek to be more like Jesus, and share His burden for a world that is lost. We will pray for souls that are lost, and seek to win them to Jesus Christ.

e. A hot Christian is a person who is zealous for the Lord! In the New Testament,the word "zeal" as recorded in the New Testament, comes to us from two Greek words: zeo, which means "to be hot (boil of liquids; glow of solids), to be fervent and earnest," and zelos, which means "heat, zeal, ardor."

7. The "lukewarm" Christian:

a. The lukewarm Christian may be faithful to attend church, and give in the offerings. But his heart is not really in the things of God. There is no real "fire" or fervency in his worship. He is just doing his religous duty! He is more caught up in his life outside the church--his career, house, friends, family, etc., than in spiritual matters. Jesus is not at the center of his life.

b. The lukewarm Christian is often spiritually immature and carnal, rather than spiritual (I Corinthians 3:1-3).

c. The lukewarm Christian, because he does not put Jesus first in his life, and does not pray and seek God's face as he should, does not live and walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-25). Perhaps he is not guilty of the big sins, but he is becoming attracted to the world, and is less interested in spiritual things.

8. It's dangerous to be a "lukewarm Christian" because:

a. The "cold" Christian is aware of his true condition. He feels convicted that he is not fully surrendered to Jesus. He knows that if Jesus Christ should come, he is not ready.

b. This is not so with the lukewarm Christian. He is spiritually asleep. He does not realize his true condition. That is why Jesus said, "I would thou wert cold or hot."

"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind and naked" (Revelation 3:17).

9. What does this verse of Scripture mean?: "He feedeth on ashes" (Isaiah 44:20).

There are people who used to have a fire burning in their souls, but now they are "feeding on ashes," the remains of what once was a fire. They have no fresh testimony. It is always "Five years ago, God did so and so for me!"

10. The three fires in the sanctuary -- and later the temple:

a. The golden candlestick. God commanded concerning the golden candlestick: "cause the lamp to burn always" (Exodus 27:20).

b. The altar of incense. Morning and evening the high priests burned sweet incense, a type of prayer and worship (Exodus 30:1, 7-9; Psalm 141:2).

c. The brazen altar. Animal sacrifices were required to be offered in the morning and in the evening upon the brazen altar. (Exodus 29:38, 39).

God commanded concerning the fire on the brazen altar: "The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out (Leviticus 6:13).

11. We are God's sanctuary. We must never allow the fire to go out on the altar of our spiritual lives. We must keep the fire burning! ds


Level ONE   Lesson 2  Seeking the Hands of God
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The lowest form of communication with God is praying only because of a personal need. This can be considered "seeking the hands of God." Consider these verses of Scripture: "And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he he did on them that were diseased" (John 6:3).
"Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves and were and were filled" (verse 26).

During the earthly ministry of Jesus, multitudes of people sought and followed Him, but very few of them were interesting in committing their lives to Him in real discipleship (verses 60, 66-68). To them Jesus was not much more than a Santa Claus with a bag full of good things. He could heal their sick bodies when they needed healing. He could give them food to eat when they were hungry. Only a very few ever thought of Jesus as Someone they could enjoy fellowship with, and Who desires fellowship in return.

Today it is almost the same. Most Christians unfortunately are living on this level of a relationship with Jesus. Their prayer life is almost nil--unless a serious problem arises. Then they know right where to go:

"Hey Jesus. This is Alfred. You are the one I come running to every time I have problems. I bought this new car, and now I'm having problems paying the payments. Would you help me with this?"

What if Jesus response was: "Sorry Al. I'm supposed to be your best friend. In fact, I died for you. You didn't mention what you are busy doing. You always seem to have plenty of time to do whatever you want to do. You always have lots of time for your earthly friends. I seem to be fresh out out of cash, so better you go see them!"

Many Christians try to live on the blessings they receive at spiritual church services. It never occurs to them that the reason the services are spiritual is because somebody prayed! Other Christians feel that the pastor and leaders are supposed to do all of the praying, and because of this kind of reasoning they never enjoy the close fellowship that Jesus Christ desires to have with them.

Before the world was ever created, Jesus had us in His mind. He paid the price for salvation so that we could enjoy beautiful fellowship with Him (Ephesians 1:4). This is to be a daily affair with Jesus, not a once or twice a week relationship.

Consider this truth. He is a jealous God. If the only time we pray is when we have problems -- He will make sure that we have plenty of them!

Salvation is far more than free hell-fire insurance. When we are born again, we are born into the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Suddenly His interests become our interests--the winning of souls, the building and strengthening of our local churches, and the expanding and establishment of Christ' church all over the earth. We are not just living for ourselves, but we have begun to live for Jesus, and for other people.

But what can we do for the expansion of Christ's kingdom on earth? How can our life be more worthwhile? Play an instrument, sing in the choir, teach a Sunday School class? All of these are good, but the major need of this final hour is for people to give themselves to much fasting and prayer!

	Level 2  Lesson 1  Sweet Hour of Prayer 
"Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer,
That calls me from a world of care,
And bids me at my Father's throne,
Make all my wants and wishes known.
In seasons of distress and grief,
My soul has often found relief,
And oft escaped the tempter's snare,
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer.

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer,
Thy wings shall my petitions bear,
To Him whose truth and faithfulness,
Engage the waiting souls to bless.

And since He bids me seek His face,
Believe His word and trust His grace,
I'll cast on Him my every care,
And wait for Him, sweet hour of prayer."
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The above song was written many years ago by W. B. Bradbury and W. W. Wadsford, and has been sung by millions of Christians around the world. It is still a popular song in the Christian Church today, but how meaningful is it to the present day Christian? How many Christians pray at least one hour every day?

Another popular Gospel song says, "Just a Little Talk with Jesus," and perhaps that song better describes the prayer life of most Christians. However, the very minimum every Christian should pray in order to live a victorious life is at least an hour each day. That won't make you an intercessor or a prayer warrior, but it will probably be enough to maintain your present relationship with Jesus. Therefore we can refer to the one hour prayer as maintenance prayer or survival prayer.

Erkenesh Teklemarian, the precious wife of the superintendent in Ethiopia (where they are having a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit), declared to a Conference held in Louisiana, "You must pray one hour just to overcome temptation, but do you believe that revival will come because of this kind of praying? I think not!" She based this statement on the following verses of Scripture:

"And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak" (Matthew 26:40-41). (See also Mark 14:37-38.)

If you are not regularly praying one hour, make this your first goal, but not your stopping place. At least an hour of prayer every day is required in order to maintain our present relationship with Jesus Christ--to overcome tempation, to help us to live in a way that is acceptable to Jesus.

"And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray" (Luke 11:1).

Often there is a sad neglect of teaching on how to pray effectively. New converts are told that they should pray, but it is often assumed that they should already know how to pray. We quickly seek to establish our new converts in our Biblical doctrine. We want them to quickly learn the holiness standards of the church, the importance of tithing, and a dozen other subjects that we deem to be very important. But that which will affect their relationship with God the most is sometimes omitted. They have become soldiers in the army of the Lord, but we send them out to fight without any equipment!

It was the prayer life of Jesus that created a hunger in the heart of the disciples to know how to pray effectively--thus their request, "Lord, teach us to pray." Jesus answered them by giving them this prayer pattern:

"After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this daily our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen" (Matthew 6:9-13).

Jesus said, "After this manner pray ye." The pattern He gave was not something that must be repeated day after day in its exact form. Also, it does not include everything that we are to pray concerning. But it does give us the basic pattern for effective praying. Remember that Jesus' prayer example begins with praise and ends with praise:

"Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name."
"For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen."
Our prayer time should always begin and end with praise and thanksgiving. In fact, if you are going to pray one hour, thirty minutes can easily be spent in praise and thanksgiving to God.

Except for Jesus Christ, the psalmist David gave us the best example of how to spend time in the presence of the Lord--how to pray effectively. He knew how to get his prayers answered. He also knew how to enter into the presence of God:

"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him and bless his name.
For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth ` to all generations"(Psalms 100:4-5).

THE TIME OF THANKSGIVING

"Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Ephesians 5:20).

". . . in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God" (Philippians 4:6).

"Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving . . ." (Psalm 95:2).

"Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving" (Colossians 4:2).

"In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you" (I Thessalonians 5:18).

As you can see by these verses of Scripture, thanksgiving is a very important part of our prayer time! For what should we give thanks? For everything! For example:

1. Spiritual Blessings:

Thank Him because He has opened your eyes to the truth and given you a receptive heart.

Thank Him because He took your place and died on the cross for your sins.

Thank Him for the Bible, the Word of God that is such a blessing to your spiritual life.

Thank Him for your church, your leaders, your brothers and sisters in Christ.

Thank Him because He has forgiven you.

Thank Him for His longsuffering and patience towards you.

Thank Him for His presence (the Holy Ghost) that abides in your life.

Thank Him for the privilege to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

2. Physical Blessings:

Thank Him for the health and strength He has given to you.

Thank Him for healing your body, and also keeping you from sicknesses and diseases.

Thank Him for protecting you from dangers (accidents, etc.).

3. Material Blessings:

Thank Him for this beautiful world He has placed you in, and all things which beautify it.

Thank Him for the heavens which declare the glory of God.

Thank Him for the air that you breathe.

Thank Him for food, drinks and water He has provided.

Thank Him for your clothes that you wear.

Thank Him for your home, and all of the comforts and conveniences in it.

Thank Him for transportation.

Thank Him for games and recreation.

Thank Him for the office equipment which help you with your work.

Thank Him for music, books, and other worthwhile pleasures.

4. Additional Blessings:

Thank Him for the talents and abilities He has given to you.

Thank Him for the trials and tribulations which allow you to know that you have weaknesses so that you can allow the Lord to help you with them.

This list is certainly not complete, but it should be enough to give you the general idea, and also show you that it takes a considerable amount of time to obey the Scriptures: "giving thanks always for all things" and "in everything give thanks.

As you can see, thanksgiving is praising God for what He has done for you, and what He has given to you. There is a higher form of praise, and that is the reason David said, "Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise" (Psalm 100:4). In our next lesson we will study about "High Praises." 

Level 2  LESSON 2  - High Praises
"Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a twoedged sword in their hand;
To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; To execute upon them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD" (Psalm 149:5-6, 8-9).

We can learn much from the psalms of David. In many of his psalms, David is asking God for victory over his enemies. This was literal flesh and blood enemies. We are a part of the kingdom of God, and have been commanded by Jesus to love our enemies (Luke 6:27). The enemies we fight are spiritual--Satan and his kingdom.

When you pray the prayers of David, the same prayers that he used to pray against his natural enemies can be used by us to pray against our spiritual enemies. Read Acts 1:16 and Psalm 41:9. David prayed with a special anointing of the Holy Ghost. Many of his prayers were prophecies concerning Jesus Christ and His kingdom.

In Psalm 149, David is telling us not only how to enter into the presence of God, but also how to defeat our spiritual enemies--with high praises, and the word of God. The highest form of worship is praising God for what He is!

What if your wife, husband, or friend walked up to you and said, "I love you because of what I can get out of you." We would be tempted to reply, "Get lost!" We want to be loved for what we are, not just what we can do for others. In the same sense, thanksgiving is praising God for what he has done and is presently doing for us. High praises goes beyond this--it is praising God for what He is!

One sure way to defeat the devil is to start offering high praises to Jesus. The word of God is compared to a two-edged sword by the Apostle Paul (Hebrews 4:12). We can even use this "two- edged sword" while offering high praises to the Lord, either as an example, or actually reading the verses of Scripture as praise to God.

Let us look at some of David's "high praises" to the Lord:

"I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high" (Psalm 7:17).

"O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! (Psalm 8:1).

"I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marveous works. I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High" (Psalm 9:1-2).

"The LORD is King for ever and ever" (Psalm 10:16).

"I will love thee, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.
I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies"(Psalm 18:1-3).

"But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel" (Psalm 22:3).

"The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid" (Psalm 27:1).

"The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him.
The LORD is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed" (Psalm 28:7-8).

"Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance" (Psalm 32:7).

"Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou preservest man and beast. How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings" (Psalm 36:5-7).

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble" (Psalm 46:1).

"For the LORD most high is terrible (awesome); he is a great King over all the earth" (Psalm 47:2).

"Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness" (Psalm 48:1).

"Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; let thy glory be above all the earth" (Psalm 57:5, 11).

"Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: for God is my defence, and the God of my mercy" (Psalm 59:17).

"For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy" (Psalm 61:3).

"He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God" (Psalm 62:6-7).

"Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name" (Psalm 63:3-4).

"Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen!"(Psalm 72:18-19).

"For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Psalm 84:11).

"I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy name forevermore. For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell" (Psalm 86:12-13).

"But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth" (Psalm 86:15). 

"O LORD God of hosts, who is a strong LORD like unto thee? or to thy faithfulness round about thee?
For the LORD is our defence; and the Holy One of Israel is our king.
Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation" (Psalm 89:8, 18, 26).

"For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens. Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in his sanctuary" (Psalm 96:4-6).

"Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite (Psalm 147:5).

David was certainly the expert at worshipping the Lord, but we can also learn from other Biblical writers:

"And one cried unto another, and said, 'Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory" (Isaiah 6:3).

"Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour, and glory for ever and ever. Amen" (I Timothy 1:17).

"To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen" (Jude 25).

"Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created" (Revelation 4:8, 11).

"Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever" (Revelation 5:13).

"Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth" (Revelation 19:6).

Remember that the word of God is very powerful when we use it to offer high praises to the Lord. Remember that David's psalms were inspired by the Holy Ghost. It is good to learn many of these phrases and use them in your prayer time--and also in your worship at church.

One way to learn these phrases is to use this lesson during your prayer time--reading these praise verses as personal worship from your heart to the Lord. You will discover that God will honor this, the same as if it came from your own mind, if you pray sincerely. In this way, many of these phrases will be added to your praise vocabulary!


CREATING ADDITIONAL HIGH PRAISES TO GOD
We are able to easily create our own high praises to God by remembering many of His various titles, and relationships that we enjoy with Him. Jesus is:

	Alpha and Omega 
Author and Finisher of our Faith
Beginning and Ending 
Bright Morning Star 
Bread of Life 
Counselor
Door 
Emmanuel 
Everlasting Father 
Friend 
Good Shepherd
Head of the Church
Healer
Just Judge 
Life
Light of the World
Lord of Lords
Lover of my Soul
Mighty God
	Nazarene
Omniscient
Omnipresent 
Omnipotent
Prince of Peace 
Quickening Spirit
Rest 
Resurrection 
Rock 
Salvation 
Saviour 
Strength 
Strong Tower
Truth 
Undefiled
Vine
Way
Wonderful 
Yokefellow


Here a few examples how to use these titles and special relationships:

"Oh, Jesus, you are my King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Rule and reign over every area of my heart and life. Help me to surrender myself completely to you, Lord."

"You are my Light, Jesus. Without you I would be walking in darkness. I would have no hope or direction."

"You are the Living Bread, and Fountain of Living Water, Jesus. Only you can satisfy my soul."

"You are my Everlasting Father, Jesus, and I am your son. Thank you for the privilege to be your son. Help me to love you more and be submissive to you."

As you can see by this lesson, your sweet hour of prayer could easily develop into sweet two hours of prayer, and your relationship with Jesus Christ will be greatly blessed by a greater portion of His presence in your life. You will begin to climb to a new spiritual level in your walk with God. God will be able to use you in a way that you never realized was possible!

Level 3 – Lesson 1     Seeking the Face of God
"If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land" (II Chronicles 7:14).

It is interesting to note that prayer and seeking God's face are listed separately. Prayer is not necessarily seeking the face of God. It could be seeking the hands of God. It could be maintenance prayer --to keep what we already have in God. Seeking the face of God involves more than that!

Seeking the face of God is a higher level of prayer than the one hour wonder. (Sometimes we wonder why we don't get more results.) It involves doing whatever it takes to get the answer! It often involves humbling ourselves before God--and sometimes men. Often it involves getting our relationship with God right--and also our relationship with others:

"For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses" (Matthew 6:14-15).

The one hour prayer is often done because of the right reasons--a desire to live for God and see the church experience revival, but, as we have already stated, it is expecting too much for too little a price.

It takes an hour of prayer just to live right. One hour prayer is maintenance prayer. We have got to get it out of our thinking that we have accomplished something great because we have prayed for an hour. Most of us spend more time than that feeding the natural man. The one hour prayer does not leave sufficient time to intercede for the lost and war with the devil!

Nevertheless, for some, this might be all that they feel they can pray. But there is another group that possess a divine dissatisfaction. They have an intense hunger for a closer walk with God at any cost, revival at any cost. They are people like David:

"As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. my soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God? My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God?" (Psalm 42:1-3).

"O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary" (Psalm 63:1-2).

They are people like Jacob, who started out young trying to obtain a higher position in God:

"He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and by his strength he had power with God: Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he found him in Bethel, and there he spake with us" (Hosea 12:3-4).
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This is not normal prayer. He didn't just go through a form of praying to fill an hour or two with one eye on the clock. He wrestled with God until the answer came. God loves people who have a spiritual thirst after the things of God that cause them to take action, rather than sit around and talk about them. He said concerning Jacob and Esau:

"Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated"(Romans 9:13).

Esau had no regard for spiritual things, but Jacob lived for them. He made a lot of mistakes in his life, but God loved him because he had a heart that appreciated the things of God (such as the birthright and the blessing). Yet, the spiritual high of Jacob's life was not when he bought his brother's birthright for a morsel of food, or when, with the help of his mother, he stole his blessing.

It was not when he slept all night on a stone for a pillow, and dreamed about angels ascending and descending upon a ladder stretched from earth to heaven. His spiritual high came when he stayed awake all night, wrestling with God in persistent prayer, not letting go until the circumstances were changed (his brother was on the way to kill him with four hundred men), his name was changed (from Jacob, which means "deceiver, " to Israel, which means "prince of God"), and most important of all, he was changed!

THREE LEVELS OF PRAYER FOR VICTORY
Four hundred thousand children of Israel were ready to war against 26,700 men from the tribe of Benjamin. They knew that prayer was the right deed to do before they went to battle, so that is what they did:

"And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God, and asked counsel of God, and said, which of us shall go up first to the battle against the children of Benjamin? And the LORD said, Judah shall go go up first" (Judges 20:18).

Their five-second prayer received no assurance of victory. In fact, they never asked for it! As a result, 22,000 children of Israel lost their lives on the first day of battle.

"And the children of Israel went up and wept before the LORD until even, and asked counsel of the LORD, saying Shall I go up again to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother? And the Lord said, Go up against him" (verse 23).

They added some tears to their prayers, but once again the children of Israel were defeated, and 18,000 men were killed, all because they did not stay in the place of prayer until they received the assurance of victory! When victory comes, tears of self-pity turn to shouts of joy. In fact, tears of self-pity do not impress God. They can be a sign of unbelief!

"Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of God, and wept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until even, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. And the LORD said, Go up; for tomorrow I will deliver them into thine hand" (verses 26-28).

This time they showed true remorse for their sins and spiritual laziness by offering sacrifices. They waited in the presence of the Lord until the assurance came, and then they went up and conquered their enemies!

Seeking God's face includes whatever it takes to bring the assurance of victory. The "sweet hour of prayer" does not allow time to wait upon God for this assurance. It could require some all night prayer meetings alone with God.

Please take note that praying together with others is good, but it does not take the place of being alone with God. Jesus left the multitudes, even his disciples, in order to be alone during his time of prayer.

Seeking God's face will often include fasting. This could be a fast of a day or two, or even two or three weeks. God is able to give guidance in this matter. He is also able to give sufficient strength to the one who fasts according to the will of God.

Seeking God's face includes searching our own heart (Psalm 139:23). If our heart is not right with God, any prayer but the prayer of repentance is in vain. David said, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me" (Psalm 66:18).

Jesus wants to greatly empower us with His presence. He wants to give us the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and use us all in a great way. But our motives must be purified. We must empty ourselves of ourselves, so that He can fill us with Himself.

"For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight" (I John 3:20-22).

Jesus said of the Pharisees, "They think that they shall be heard for their much speaking"(Matthew 6:7). Seeking the face of God is far more than speaking words. It is a heart crying out for a closer relationship with God. The term "seeking the face of God" has the meaning that we seek His smile of approval in all things.

If you don't possess much spiritual hunger for God, pray for it. If you do have a strong thirst for God, act upon it. Expand your prayer time. Seek more opportunties to pray. I have found that I can pray in an airplane thousands of feet above the sea, in a taxi speeding down the Kuala Lumpur to Seremban highway, sitting in a corner of a waiting room in the airport, and in dozens of other places and situations--if I really want to pray.

We are all busy people, right? But if we are spiritually thirsty, if we are sick and tired of being sick and tired, if we truly want to be used of God, we will find many opportunities to pray. For example, how about fasting during your lunch hour so that you will have that extra hour to spend together with God? Stuck in a travel jam? Great, it's better to pray than to lose our patience!

CHOOSE YOUR FELLOWSHIP
You have an opportunity to choose whom you wish to spend your time with. Jesus, the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords, bids you enter His throne room at any time of the day or night. Your heavenly Father is pleased when you "curl up on His lap" and have fellowship with Him.

Although we need to spend time with our family--our husband, or wife, and children, we will be a better husband or wife if we spend much time with Jesus. Sometimes family members or friends get jealous of the time we spend alone with God. We must strive to make sure that we do not neglect them, but there are only so many hours in the day, and it is extremely important that we take time (you never find time) for Jesus!

If you are always having visitors coming at night which steal your prayer time, put Jesus first. Simply say, "I'm sorry, I have an appointment that must be kept." Then give them a book or a magazine, and tell them what time you will be finished.

BE CONSISTENT!
"Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer" (Romans 12:12).

"Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving" (Colossians 4:2).

"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplications for all saints" (Ephesians 6:18).

"And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint (quit, or become weak)" (Luke 18:1).

There is no special time for prayer that is best for all people, because all people are different. Reverent T. F. Tenney underscored this truth in a way I will never forget. He said, "My wife has tea with the Lord in the morning, I have popcorn with Him at midnight."

Even if you are a "night person," It is certainly good to spend at least a few minutes in prayer when you first wake up, to acknowledge your need of the Lord from the very beginning of the day. Daniel and David prayed three times each day (Daniel 6:10; Psalm 55:7). We will really begin to live, however, when we learn how to fill every spare moment with a prayer, praise, and intercession.

"Pray without ceasing" (I Thessalonians 5:17).

Again, if you have a strong, spiritual desire, cultivate it! Obey the call to prayer that comes to you any hour of the day or night.

"When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek"(Psalm 27:8)

Level 4 Lesson 1 Spiritual Warfare 

SPIRITUAL WARFARE 1
"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;" (II Corinthians 10:3-4).

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" (Ephesians 6:12).

Whenever a person becomes a real Bible-believing, Spirit-filled Christian, he acquires new enemies--Satan and his kingdom! Before we came to Jesus, we were a part of the "world system," over which Satan rules (Ephesians 2:2-3). Some of us didn't even know Satan existed, until we became a Christian. We were baptized in Jesus' name, and received the Holy Ghost. We felt so happy. The next morning some of us woke up to a voice trying to cause us to doubt the Lord and the experience we had received, "You really didn't get the Holy Ghost." We were already involved in spiritual warfare before even being warned that there is such a thing.

No wonder the Apostle Paul encouraged Timothy to be a good soldier of Jesus Christ (II Timothy 2:3), and "fight the good fight of faith" (I Timothy 6:12). Yes, we are in a battle, and to be successful we need proper knowledge concerning our enemy, so that we can identify and defeat him!

KNOWING OUR ENEMIES
It is important for all Christians to possess a correct understanding concerning Satan and his kingdom. God created angels before he created mankind. Man was created "body, soul, and spirit" (I Thessalonians 5:23). Angels possess spirit and soul, but do not have a flesh and blood body. God created hundreds of thousands of angels (Hebrews 12:22). He appointed three chief angels over the others: Gabriel (Luke 1:19), Michael (Jude 9), and Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12).

Although Lucifer was a beautiful angel, he was not satisfied with being a chief angel. He wanted equal status with God. Ezekiel describes the beauty of Lucifer:

"Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle; and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou was created" (Ezekiel 28:13).

This does not mean that Lucifer was literally clothed in jewels. Ezekiel had to use earthly words to describe a spirit being. To understand how beautiful Lucifer was, you would have to examine the beauty of all of the precious gems mentioned!

Also take note that Ezekiel was describing someone who had been created, not born. (There are those who mistakenly ascribe this verse to a man who lived during Ezekiel's time.) We notice also that this being had been in Eden, the garden of God.

The next three verses confirm the identity of Lucifer, and tell us why he fell into sin:

"Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground. I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee" (Ezekiel 28:14-15, 17).

Leaders were always anointed, as a confirmation of their position of authority. It was God who had made Lucifer "the anointed cherub," a chief angel. Only Michael is actually called an archangel (Jude 9), although there probably is justification to call all three of them "archangels," because the word archangel simply means, "a chief angel." The original Greek word comes from "arch," which means "to be first in rank or power, to reign or rule over"; and "aggelos," the Greek word for "angel." Many Bible scholars believe the reference to an archangel in I Thessalonians 4:16 is to Gabriel, the messenger angel.

It is most likely that each of these chief angels were appointed over one-third of God's angels. We read in the book of Revelation of a war fought between Michael and his angels, and the dragon (Satan) and his angels (Revelation 12:7). Notice the following verses, also found in Revelation, Chapter 12:

"and his tail drew a third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him" (Revelation 12:4, 7).

Sometimes angels are called "stars" in the Word of God (Job 38:7). In fact, the name "Lucifer," means "morning star." Isaiah gives us more of the history of his fall:

"How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds: I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit" (Isaiah 14:12-15).

Take note that the five "I will"s of Satan resulted in his utter rebellion against God, which eventually plunged this world into the same kind of rebellion. About two thousand years ago, in the Garden of Gethsemane, the Son of God did the opposite of what Satan did. He humbled himself to do the will of God. It was a struggle, but victory finally came, and He prayed, "Not my will, but thine, be done."

THE KINGDOM OF SATAN
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The fall of Satan took place before the creation of mankind. When we read concerning him in the book of Genesis, he was already a fallen angel. Those angels under his authority joined him in his rebellion, and became fallen angels, or demonic spirits, also.

These demonic spirits do not run helter-skelter throughout the earth, without any kind of organization. Jesus acknowledged that Satan had established a system of government--a kingdom:

"And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?"(Matthew 12:26).

God created all things for mankind, except man himself. Man was created for God. The whole earth was given to Adam, to be under his authority:

"The heaven, even the heavens are the LORD's: but the earth hath he given to the children of men" (Psalm 115:16).

"Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet" (Psalm 8:6).

God commanded Adam, "Be fruitful, and multiply and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over . . . every living that that moveth upon the earth" (Genesis 1:28). This was to include his wife. Yet, Eve became the tool of the devil, and Adam surrendered his right to rule the earth when he listened to her, instead of God. When he ate the forbidden fruit, he surrendered his right to rule the earth.

During Jesus' temptation in the wilderness, in some miraculous way Satan showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and then said unto Him:

"All this power (authority) will I give thee and the glory of them: for that is *delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it" (Luke 4:6).

*The original Greek renders "surrendered" a better word here, and, in fact, many versions of the Bible use this word. Adam surrendered his right to rule the earth by being subject to his wife, instead of God.

Notice that Jesus did not dispute Satan's claim. In fact, Jesus referred to Satan as "the prince of the world" three times (John 12:31; John 41:30; and John 16:11). Paul called him "the god of this world" (II Corinthians 4:40).

Paul certainly believed in a highly organized kingdom of Satan, whenever he wrote:

"For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood--contending only with physical opponents--but against the despotism, against the powers, against (the master spirits who are) the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere" (Ephesians 6:12, Amplified Bible).

Many Bible scholars, including some who are being used greatly of the Lord (such as Billy Cole, and Lee Stoneking) believe that wherever there are political boundaries in the world, there are boundaries in the spirit world also. If this is true (and I feel certain that it is, this means that every nation, every state, every county, every city and town has demonic princes set over them, and their power must be broken before a real outpouring of the Holy Ghost can come to an area).

Billy Cole only had a handful of people who had received the Holy Ghost, until he fasted and prayed for some length of time. Finally, the Lord spoke to him and said, "Behold, I give you power over the prince of Thailand." From that time on, great revival came to Thailand, and more than one hundred a month received the Holy Ghost.

When I first came to Kuala Lumpur for a revival (after being appointed a missionary) I had a terrible demonic visitation, but the Holy Ghost came upon me and speaking through me in English, said, "I rebuke you in Jesus' name, prince of this city." It was the confirming proof to me concerning this teaching.

We read in the book of Daniel, Chapter 10 that Daniel fasted for three weeks. On the twenty- first day of the fast, an angel visited him, and said:

"From the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me" (Daniel 10:12-13).

The angel was talking about something that took place in the supernatural realm. That means the prince of the kingdom of Persia was definitely the high ranking demon in Satan's kingdom in Persia.

Gabriel is often referred to as "the messenger angel," while Michael is known as "the warring angel." Besides defeating the demonic prince of Persia, we also read that he contended with Satan for the body of Moses (Jude 9). He also battled and defeated Satan and his angels (Revelation 12:7- 11). This will be covered more thoroughly in another lesson.

Level 4 – Lesson 1  SPIRITUAL WARFARE part  2 THE PURPOSE OF SATAN AND HIS KINGDOM

God's chief purpose and plan before the world was ever created was to bring into existence a group of people who would willingly choose to love and serve Him. Satan's chief purpose has always been to keep this from happening--to thwart and hinder the plan and purpose of God.

After God created Adam and Eve, Satan took immediate action to destroy their relationship with God. He also succeeded in taking authority from Adam and became the prince of this world. However, God restored His relationship with Adam and Eve by slaying two animals instead of them, and at the same time He instituted the substitutionary sacrifice system.

During the Old Testament era, although Satan lost his heavenly position and had been cast down to the earth, he still had access to heaven: "Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it" (Job 1:6-7).

God permitted Satan to act as "the accuser of the brethren" (Revelation 12:10), trying to persuade God that Job only served Him because of the blessings he received from God: prosperity, health, family, etc. However, after Job lost all of these things, he continued to serve God faithfully.

Nevertheless, there were not many people who lived righteous, overcoming lives during the Old Testament era. Mankind needed a Saviour, and for that purpose Jesus Christ was born!

Possibly Satan did not understand completely the whole plan and purpose of God, but he knew enough that he wanted to destroy Mary's baby! He put jealousy in the heart of a king so that Herod killed hundreds of babies, trying to kill Baby Jesus. All of his efforts failed, and Baby Jesus grew to be Jesus, the young man and future Saviour of the world!

Whenever Jesus was almost thirty years old, Satan heard words from the lips of John the Baptist that disturbed him: "Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 3:2).
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The kingdom of heaven (which is the same as the kingdom of God) was a threat to Satan's kingdom, and this was bad news for him. He must try to keep this from happening. His opportunity came early. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted of Satan. Jesus was there for forty days, fasting, praying, and being temped of the devil (Luke 4:1-2). If Satan could cause Jesus to sin, the plan and purpose of God would be defeated. At the conclusion of the forty days of fasting, Jesus was very hungry! "And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread" (verse 3). Many years before, David had written, "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee" (Psalm 119:11). Evidently, Jesus had done the same, and answered Satan: "It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone; but by every word of God" (verse 4).

Next, the devil showed Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world, and said unto Jesus: "All this power (authority) will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore will worship me, all shall be thine" (verses 6-7).

Jesus had the opportunity to regain what Adam had lost! But He did not come into this world to establish an earthly kingdom for Himself. Neither would His kingdom come because of compromise with the devil. Once again, Jesus used His knowledge of the Word of God (the sword of the Spirit -- Ephesians 6:17) to defeat his chief enemy: "Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve" (verse 8).

Next, Satan brought Jesus to Jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple: "If thou be the son of God, cast thyself down from hence: For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone" (verses 10-11).

Notice that the devil used the Word of God to try to get Jesus to sin. There are many people in the world today just like this. They teach a little truth, but choose only the Scriptures that will serve their own selfish purposes.

As long as Jesus Christ allowed him to do so, Satan continued to tempt Him. Matthew informs us that after the third temptation, Jesus said unto him, "Get thee hence." "Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold angels came and ministered unto him" (Matthew 4:10-11).

According to these verses, you can choose who you want to have a conversation with! As long as we continue to listen to the devil, he will continue to talk to us and tempt us. But as soon as we say, "In the name of Jesus, get thee hence," he will leave!

After Jesus' time of temptation, He returned to Galilee "in the power of the Spirit" (Luke 4:4). Jesus never cast out devils nor healed the sick until this important time of fasting, praying, and battling the devil took place. But after that important period of time in his life, He entered the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to read: "And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias (Isaiah). And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of the sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.And he closed the book, and then he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears" (Luke 4:17-21).

By this, Jesus served notice to His people--and to the devil--that His miraculous ministry was about to begin. This event took place in Nazareth, his home town, and he was not received by the people. In fact, they tried to kill Him, but he left them and went to Capernaum. It was there that Jesus announced, as John had a few months previously, "the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 4:17).

Jesus taught every day in the synagogue. The people "were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power" (Luke 4:32). Jesus then began his miraculous ministry by casting a demon out of a man possessed with an unclean spirit: "And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, 'What a word is this! for with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.' And the fame of him went out into every place of the country round about them" (Luke 4:36-37).

JESUS PROMISED TO MULTIPLY HIS MIRACULOUS MINISTRY 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto the Father" (John 14:12).

1. Jesus gave power and authority to his twelve disciples: "Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick" (Luke 9:1-2).

2. Jesus gave power and authority to the seventy disciples: "After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come. 'And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.' And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you" (Luke 10:1, 9, 17-18).

When Jesus spoke about serpents and scorpions in the above verses, He had reference to spirits, not animals or insects. Read also Romans 16:20.

While the seventy were rejoicing, there was cause for greater concern in the kingdom of Satan, because Jesus had already commissioned and given power and authority to 82 people to heal the sick and cast out devils--and He was not through yet!

3. Jesus gives power and authority to all true believers: "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover" (Mark 16:16-18).

By these verses we understand that all true believers have power over Satan and his kingdom through the name of Jesus Christ! 
Level 4 Lesson 3 -- Spiritual Warfare part 3 The kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven are the same. Compare Matthew 3:2 with Mark 1:15. Matthew always used the term "kingdom of heaven," while the other gospel writers all used the term "kingdom of God."

The kingdom of God is none other than the church of Jesus Christ, over which He rules as the Head (Colossians 1:18). Entrance into the kingdom is by baptism in the name of Jesus Christ and being filled with the Holy Spirit (John 3:1-5 and Acts 2:38). All people who have this experience have power to overcome Satan and the demons under his command. The power of the Holy Spirit also assists us to become witnesses for Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8).

Although God's plan which would bring salvation and deliverance to mankind is clearly pictured by types and shadows throughout the Old Testament (that a sinless man would die for the sins of all mankind), evidently God had blinded the eyes of Satan. It was he who took possession of Judas, placing in his heart the strong desire and will to betray his Lord for a paltry thirty pieces of silver (Luke 22:1-4).

Before Jesus died on the cross, Satan still had power and authority over the great majority of people on earth. That is why Jesus called him, "the prince of this world." However, as time for Jesus' death on the cross drew near, Jesus gave us some good news: "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what death he should die" (John 12:31-33).

According to these words, Jesus would win a big victory over Satan by His death upon the cross, and many of the multitudes under the authority of Satan would be loosed[image: image7.png]


from their bondage and drawn to Jesus Christ.

Right before Jesus died, He said, "It is finished" (John 19:30). What was finished? The price of salvation and redemption had been paid! When He died on the cross, the veil in the temple was rent in twain, from the top to the bottom, signifying that the way into the presence of God was open to every person, not just the high priest (Matthew 27:51).

Jesus' death on the cross brought a great defeat to Satan: "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham" (Hebrews 2:14-16).

"And (Jesus) having *disarmed principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it" (Colossians 2:15). *Bible margin

Who were these "principalities and powers?" Satan and his kingdom. What is done in the natural world effects the supernatural or spirit world. Daniel fasted and prayed, and his prayers enabled a victory to take place in the spirit world. When Jesus died on the cross, the greatest victory of all was won. He did not just pray. He did not just fast. He, the sinless One, took upon Himself the sins of the whole human race and died for us, giving His all! This great sacrifice gave birth to the spiritual kingdom of God on earth, and a great victory over Satan:

"And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him" (Revelation 12:7-9).

Many people mistakenly place this event immediately before the millenium, but the next verse makes it plain that it is an event which took place shortly after Jesus died on the cross, which shows us that it was Jesus' death on the cross that enabled Michael and his angels to fight and defeat Satan and his angels:

"And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death" (verses 10-11).

Salvation, spiritual strength, and power have already come--and so has the spiritual kingdom of God: "For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost" (Romans 14:17).

At the cross, Satan lost access to the throne of God. He is now limited to the earth and its atmosphere (Ephesians 2:2). He no longer has the ability to accuse us before God, as he did Job. Instead, when we have sinned he comes whispering to us, "You just as well give up. You'll never make it. God will never forgive you!" He is still the accuser of the brethren, but he has changed his tactics. But we can overcome him with the blood of the Lamb! We can say, "Devil, in Jesus' name I rebuke you and command you to leave me alone. I have repented of that sin, and the blood of Jesus Christ has already cleansed me!"

Satan is angry with God and the church and he knows that he has but a short time (Revelation 12:12). He is like a "roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour" (I Peter 5:8).


THE WORKS OF SATAN AND HIS ANGELS (DEMONS) 
1. He is the chief influence for evil in this world (Ephesians 2:2-3).
2. He blinds the mind of people who do not believe, so that they do not understand and obey the gospel (II Corinthians 4:4). 
3. He steals the Word of God from the hearts of those who hear it (Luke 6:12).
4. Evil spirits (Satan's angels) search for people they are able to enter and make them like themselves (Matthew 12:43-45; and Mark 5:1-15).
5. There are many types of evil spirits. For example: 

a. lying spirits (I Kings 22:22)
b. spirit of divination (Acts 16:16)
c. deaf and dumb spirit (Mark 9:17-25)
d. spirit of fear (II Timothy 1:7)
e. spirit of jealousy (Numbers 5:14)
f. perverse spirit (Isaiah 19:14)
g. spirit of adultery (Hosea 4:12-13)
6. Evil spirits hinder the prayers of God's people (Daniel 10:1-14).
7. They try to hinder the work of God (I Thessalonians 2:18).
8. Satan still acts as "the accuser of the brethren."
9. Satan and the spirits below his authority try to cause the Christian to backslide (Ephesians 6:10-16).

If we are filled with God's presence, we need not fear, because: "Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world" (I John 4:4)

Level  5  Lesson 1   INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

Many people who sincerely seek the face of God continually will eventually become intercessors. We seek the face of God because of spiritual thirst. In seeking the face of God, we pray often to become more like Jesus, and to become more useful in the kingdom of God. God's answer to these prayers is to fill us with His love, and a burden to pray for others. We become intercessors because of that burden and love.
An intercessor is a person who prays on behalf of another person or group--who stands in the gap between God and men.

GOD WANTS ALL MEN TO BE SAVED
"I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men . . . For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth" (I Timothy 2:1, 3-4).

It is the will of God for all men to be saved and come unto the knowledge of the truth. Your family members, your friends, your neighbors, the people you work with, and the people you meet on the street-- it makes no difference how far from God they may be, God wants to save them. Jesus Christ loves everybody, and He died for the sins of the whole human race:

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoseover believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).

God hates sin, but He loves the sinner. Yet, because of His holy nature, He cannot have fellowship with sinful mankind:

"Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear" (Isaiah 59:1, 2).

"God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth" (I John 1:5-6).

Jesus came into the world to save us from that which separates us from God--our sins!

". . . and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21).

Jesus was introduced by John the Baptist as "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). The Bible declares that "the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23), and "all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).

However, Jesus paid the price for us. He died in our stead. His death was in itself an act of intercession. But it has always been God's will for His people to be actively involved in intercessory prayer on behalf of others. In the same way, the Bible is filled with promises. Jesus paid the price so that we can claim them freely. But how do we claim them? Through prayer -- in Jesus name!

OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES
1. Moses:
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The history of the children of Israel under the leadership of Moses is a history of a leader standing in the gap again and again, and saving the nation of Israel from the judgment hand of God through intercessory prayer. For example, after the children of Israel had sinned by making and worshipping the golden calf, God was ready to destroy them, and raise up a nation from the seed of Moses. But Moses went up into the mountain, and prayed:

"Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee out of thy book which thou hast written" (Exodus 32:31-32).

The true spirit of intercession is the result of a love for others, and the desire for their spiritual good. Moses had the opporunity to have a nation named after him, but he was more concerned for the welfare of Israel than for his own advancement. This is prayer in its highest form!

2. Abraham:
Abraham interceded for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, especially because of his nephew Lot and his family who lived there. Although God destroyed the cities, "God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt" (Genesis 19:29).

3. The Priesthood:
God gave Moses everything on Mt. Sinai Israel needed to become a strong nation: the Law, the Tabernacle (church), and the Priesthood (Ministry). The duties of the priest were to perform intercessory acts. For instance, the sin offerings were substitutionary sacrifices offered by the priests as an atonement for the sins of the people. Here are two examples of intercessory acts by the priests that saved their nation from the judgment of God.

a. Aaron:
The children of Israel complained to Moses after God send judgment against Korah and his men, and the two hundred fifty men that offered incense, "Ye have killed the people of the Lord."

God was so angry that he spoke to Moses, "Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment." Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before God. God sent a plague among the people that killed twenty thousand of them. Then Moses commanded Aaron to make an atonement for the people.

"And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed" (Numbers 16:48).

This is an excellent example of what the intercessor does. He stands between the dead and the living. Through his intercessory prayers, he stays the judgment hand of God, and God's wrath is changed to mercy.

b. Phinehas:
Once again, the children of Israel had horribly sinned, this time by worshipping Baalpeor, the gods of the Moabites, and the anger of the Lord was against them. Only by the intercessory acts of Phinehas was a plague stayed that had already killed twenty-four thousand people. God is pleased when people care enough for others that they are zealous to intercede on behalf of others:

"And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.

Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace: And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel" (Numbers 25:10-13).

Although God loves the sinner, He hates sin. There is no "in-between" with God. We are either for Him, or against Him. We are either His children, or His enemies--because "the carnal mind is enmity against God" (Romans 8:7). James also warned, "Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God" (James 4:4). Because God is just, He must punish the wicked. Only the intercessory prayers of God's people can stop His hand of judgment.

QUEEN ESTHER
Through the treachery of Haman, a commandment had been given that on a certain day, all of the Jews in all of the king's provinces should be killed (Esther 3:8-15). Mordecai pleaded with Esther to intercede before the king, as she was the queen. However, in those days, not even the queen had the right to approach the king unless she was called. When a person approached the throne without being called, unless the king stretched out his sceptre toward the person, showing mercy, they would be killed.

At first, Esther hesitated. But Mordecai pleaded ". . . if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"

Esther then instructed all of the Jews in Shushan palace to fast for three days, ". . . and so will I go in unto the king . . . and if I perish, I perish" (Esther 4:16).

Christian brothers and sisters, do you have relatives and friends that do not know Jesus Christ? Are there people that you really care about who have not surrendered their lives to Jesus? Perhaps God has brought you into His kingdom for such a time as this. Now is the time to go before the king's throne and intercede for the lost!

NEW TESTAMENT INTERCESSORS
Prayer was the chief activity of the early church. They were praying when they were filled with the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:1-4). Peter and John were on their way to pray when they met and healed the lame man at the gate called "Beautiful" (Acts 3:1-8). The early church prayed and received a renewing of the Holy Ghost (Acts 4:24-31). They prayed over the seven deacons that they had chosen (Acts 6:6). They interceded for Peter, until God sent an angel and miraculously delivered Peter from prison (Acts 12:5). The church at Antioch prayed and fasted before sending Paul and Barnabas out to become missionaries to the Gentile nations (Acts 13:1-4). Throughout the book of Acts, the pattern is the same. 

PAUL, THE INTERCESSOR
When we think of Paul, we think of him as one of the first missionaries, or one of the greatest of the apostles. We rarely think of Paul as an intercessor. Yet it is evident that the reason his ministry was so successful is that he was indeed an intercessor.

Paul was an intercessor because of his love for his people. He had a burden that only the Holy Spirit could have given him. (If you really want to become an intercessor, you must pray and fast until God gives you a tremendous love and burden for others--not only the sinners, but the saints, also). Paul wrote concerning his burden, "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved" (Romans 10:1).

Paul was probably the greatest missionary that ever lived, and also one of the greatest apostles. But that was not his heart's desire--to be great. Nor was his heart's desire to be popular and prosperous. It was that his people might come to the knowledge of the truth and be saved. God hears the same kind of intercessory prayers. If we pray for the lost because we are building a little kingdom of our own, because we want a big congregation so that we can receive the praises of others, or for any other selfish reason, our prayers are wasted! Paul certainly had no selfish motives connected with his burden for his people:

"I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.

For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh" (Romans 9:1, 2).

"Let me die accursed and separated from Jesus Christ, if it will result in the salvation of my family!" How many of us could pray a prayer like that? Neither could Paul--except for the burden and love he carried for his nation. Yes, not just his immediate family. His whole nation.

God spoke through the prophet Ezekiel of the need for intercessors to pray for the nation:

"And I sought for a man among them, that they should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none" (Ezekiel 22:30).

Paul's life was literally a life of unceasing prayer, especially praying for others. To the church at Rome he wrote:

". . . without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers" (Romans 1:9).

To the church at Galatia:

"My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you" (Galatians 4:19).

To the church at Ephesus:

"(I) cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers" (Ephesians 1:16).

To the church at Phillipi:

"I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all, making request with joy" (Philippians 1:3).

To the church at Colosse:

"We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you" (Colossians 1:2).

To the church at Thessalonica:

"We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers:" (I Thessalonians 1:2).

"Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith" (I Thessalonians 3:10).

"Wherefore also we pray always for you . . ." (II Thessalonians 1:11).

To Timothy, Paul's son in the gospel:

"I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have rememberance of thee in my prayers night and day" (II Timothy 1:3).

To Philemon, one of Paul's fellow-workers:

"I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers" (Philemon, verse 4).

We have only given a small portion of each passage. The person who desires to be a fruitful intercessor should look up each verse, in order to learn what should be included in our prayer for others.

Paul also requested the churches to pray for him:

Romans 15:30-32; I Thessalonians 5:25; II Thessalonians 3:1-2; Philemon, verse 22; Philippians 1:19; Colossians 4:3.

EPAPHRAS
How many of us, if we were asked who Epaphras was, could give a correct answer? No, he is not among the most well-known characters of the Bible--but when the day arrives when rewards will be given, he will be right there with the best of the group. He had no preaching ministry that we know of. He is not known as a gospel singer or musician. But he was an intercessor!

"Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you" (Colossians 4:12, 13).

It is the will of God for all men to be saved, but they will not be saved unless somebody carries a burden for them:

"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him" (Psalm 126:5, 6).

THE SPIRIT OF INTERCESSION
The greatest intercessor of all time is Jesus Christ, "Who in the days of His flesh . . . offered up prayers and supplication with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death" (Hebrews 5:7). When you receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Jesus, the Intercessor dwells within you.

We should faithfully intercede for all people, regardless of whether we feel any special anointing or not, but the deepest and most powerful intercession is when the Spirit of God prays through us. We should all pray for this experience:

"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities (weaknesses): for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh inter- cession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God" (Romans 8:26-27).

The need of the hour is for intercessors. Are you willing to become a person like Epaphras?

Level 5  Lesson 2  SEEKING THE FACE OF GOD BY PRAYER AND FASTING
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The word "fasting" comes to us from the Hebrew "tsuwm," which means "to cover the mouth," and the Greek word "nesteuo," which means "to abstain from food." Although we have the examples of Moses and Elijah fasting without water in the Old Testament, we have no such examples of long periods of fasting without water in the New Testament, and the root word itself does not convey this meaning. In fact, a person who withdraws himself from food and drink can be said to be fasting and thirsting.

Fasting is never meant to be a legalistic activity. Like giving, it should be done willingly and cheerfully. When accompanied with a heart that is pure, and motives which are correct, prayer, together with fasting, is a key which will unlock doors for us when other methods have failed (Matthew 17:21).

The Biblical promise for revival and restoration is: "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land" (II Chronicles 7:14).

Fasting is associated with both humbling ourselves before God, and seeking His face: "Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of him a right way for us" (Ezra 8:21).

"And in every province, whithersoever the king's commandment and his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes" (Esther 4:3).

". . . my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with fasting" (Psalm 35:13).

"And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes" (Daniel 9:3).

Although often in the Old Testament, those who fasted dressed themselves in sackcloth and lay in ashes, outward acts are not sufficient to impress God. Something must take place in our hearts. The prerequisite for the last day outpouring of the Holy Ghost is clear:

"Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God... Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD" (Joel 1:13-14).

"Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God. And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit" (Joel 2:12-13, 28-29).

God is not interested in our long faces and gloomy spirits. He wants us to humble our hearts before Him and through much fasting and prayer become more like Him. When this takes place, we will also have a ministry more like His!

"Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD? Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward" (Isaiah 58:5-8).

Fasting that is effective not only changes circumstances, it changes us! Whether we be preacher or saint, we have a more powerful ministry, because we have purer motives. The "more excellent way" to be used of God is the way of love, not selfish ambitions and carnal desires (I Corinthians 12:31).


HOW TO ENSURE OUR MOTIVES FOR FASTING ARE PURE
Fasting is an extension of seeking the face of God, not His hands. We do not fast and pray in order to force God to do something He does not already want to do. For instance, God already wants to give us a great outpouring of His Spirit throughout the world. We fast and pray in order to prepare our hearts for what He wants to do through us (and to us).

Years ago, while trying to establish a new church in the state of Virginia, I was guilty of not understanding the reason for fasting and prayer. In my mind, I was piling up works like one piles up a heap of stones. When the pile got high enough, surely God would send revival to our church. The problem with that kind of thinking is that if works alone bring revival, the person who does the works can take most of the credit for it.

It was during our ministry in Germany that God helped me to understand the meaning of the words of Jesus: "Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it"(Matthew 16:18). "I will build . . . my chuch." The church belongs to Jesus. We must allow Him to build it.

He is the head of the church, the saviour of the body (Ephesians 5:23). Yes, He uses people, but the people He uses are those who humbly submit to His authority. Prayer and fasting helps loose us from selfish ambitions so that Jesus can do the work through us! 
Level  5 Lesson 3  PREVAILING PRAYER
	Note the beautiful truth found in the following two verses of Scripture:1. The Possibilities of a Spirit-filled Life:

"Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us" (Ephesians 3:20).

In this verse of Scripture we note that God is unlimited in what He is able to do. He is able to do far more than we could ever ask or even think about asking. Only we can limit God. We need "the power that worketh in us," so that He can answer many of our prayers.

2. The Possibilities of Prayer: 
"The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available--dynamic in its working" (James 5:16, Amplified Bible).

This verse of Scripture tells us how to get answers. Our prayers must be earnest, and steadfast. If they are, tremendous power will be available for God to use--even power which will often bring the very answers we are seeking.


EXAMPLES OF PREVAILING PRAYER
1. Old Testament Examples:

a. Abraham intercedes for Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18-20-33).

Result: "And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow . . ." (Genesis 19:29).

b. Jacob's brother was on the way to kill him, but Jacob prayed all night (Genesis 32:6-30).

Result: He was reunited with his brother, and his name was changed from "Jacob" to "Israel."
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c. Hannah was barren, but she prayed! (I Samuel 1:1-20)

Result: God gave her a son who became one of the greatest judges and prophets of all time, and brought revival to the nation of Israel.

d. After seven years of drought, Elijah prayed for rain (I Kings 18:41-16; James 5:17-18).

Result: It rained! (If you pray for rain, don't forget to carry an umbrella!)

e. Isaiah came to Hezekiah with the news that he was going to die. Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and wept and prayed (II Kings 20:1-6).

Result: He was healed, and had fifteen years added to his life.

2. New Testament Examples:

a. Peter had been cast into prison, but prayer was made without ceasing by the church for him. (Acts 12:1-16)

Result: Peter was miraculously freed from prison by the angel of the Lord.

b. The early church prayed for signs, wonders and miracles, and boldness to preach the Word of God (Acts 4:24-30).

Result: "And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness"(Acts 4:31).

3. Jesus' Teaching Concerning Prevailing Prayer: (Read Luke 11:5-8)

a. The man who needed bread, kept knocking on the door of his friend's house (Luke 11:5-8).

Result: He got all that he needed!

b. The widow persistently kept going back to the judge, asking him to avenge her enemy (Luke 18:1-5).


Overall Final Lessons     Lesson 1 One Needful Thing
ONE THING IS NEEDFUL
"Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. But Martha was cumbered about (*distracted with) much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me alone? bid her therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful (*worried) and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her" (Luke 10:38). *Bible margin
One of the greatest hindrances to our prayer life is the many distractions that make it hard for us to focus our minds on the Lord for any length of time, or even have the time to do so. This is partly because our priorities are often not what they should be. Let's examine some of the possible distractions:

	1. Our career.
2. Our education.
3. Our material possessions.
4. Our family.
5. Our friends.
6. Our hobbies.
7. Our Christian service. 
...and so on...
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In the above verses of Scripture we learn that we must not allow anything to rob us of our fellowship with Jesus--not even service to Jesus. Many times people feel that as long as they are busy working for the Lord, it is not so important to pray. This is not true.

Martha was a typical woman who wanted to prepare a tasty meal for Jesus. She just couldn't understand her sister's behavior. Mary had never acted like that before. She had always helped her, whenever they had guests. But then, Jesus was present that day, and He is somebody special!

Jesus told Martha, "You are worried and troubled about many things, but one thing is needful." Cannot we learn this same lesson? For many, prayer is a last resort--but it ought to be the first thing we ever do--if it is the only thing we ever do, because it is needful.

David wrote: "One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple" (Psalm 27:4).

In the secular world, the successul person knows what he wants and goes after it. He does not have 1001 goals. He has one goal, and seeks to reach that goal. Some of us have many spiritual goals: things we want the Lord to do for us, and things we want to do for the Lord. However, we need to have a "priority list," and put that which is most important on the top of the list.

David said, "One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after." That which we desire the most, we will seek after. Our chief goal ought to be to have a close relationship with Jesus. If we have achieved this goal, all other things will take care of themselves. The Lord will lead and guide us into His perfect will, and supply all of our needs.

The LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, saying, "Ask what I shall give thee." Solomon had the opportunity to ask from the Lord whatever He desired, including riches and honor. He could have asked for one hundred things, but he asked for one, to be wise: "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people."

Solomon was "kingdom-minded." He did not think about his own personal needs. He was concerned that he had the wisdom to be a good leader. God was pleased with his speech, and Solomon became the wisest man that ever lived. Besides that, God gave him that which he did not ask for, riches and honor. (I Kings 3:3-13)

Paul did not say, "These ten things, I do." Instead, he wrote to the church at Philippi:

"...this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press forward toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:13, 14).

His chief goal was to have a closer relationship with Jesus. This comes with much time spent "at the feet of the Master, " talking to Him, and allowing Him to talk to us! Christian service does not take the place of time spent in His presence. Perhaps we need the busy hands of Martha, and the heart of Mary.

We need fellowship with Jesus. We were created to have fellowship with Him (Ephesians 1:4). We need His strength and power. We need the wisdom and guidance He alone can give us. We need to sit at His feet and learn how we can draw closer to Him. We need to stay long enough in His presence so that others will recognize that "we have been with Jesus."

 Overall Summary Final Lesson 2  WAITING ON THE LORD
We are living in the day of ever increasing impatience. Everything we do we must do quickly. Present day technology has contributed much to this situation.

Travel is one example of this. Today we can go wherever we want to in the world in such a short period of time. A man in Chicago considered flying to Los Angeles to visit his brother. He had never been out of the city before, and knew nothing about time zones. He called the ticket office at the airport and inquired concerning the departure time of a Los Angeles bound plane. The helpful ticket agent paused a little as she quickly looked at the schedule, and then replied, "The first plane in the afternoon departs at 1:00 P. M." "And what time does it arrive in Los Angeles," the man replied. "At 1:05 P. M.," the clerk answered, not stopping to explain there was a two hour time difference. Then she questioned, "Do you want to reserve a seat?" There was a little silence before he was able to answer, "No, ma'am, I just want to see that plane take off!" In this "jet-set" age, whenever we are hungry, we can prepare a meal in a matter of a few minutes, thanks to the microwave. Or, there is the choice of instant noodles, instant potatoes, instant cereal, instant soup, instant--almost everything! Better yet, save your energy and eat at a fast food restaurant.

Oh, oh, some of the ketchup dripped off your french fries, staining your pants. They will have to be dry-cleaned, and you need them tomorrow. Have no fear, just take them to One Hour Martinizing.

No use to waste that hour. Does your car need some maintenance? Try Quicklube, or SpeedyLube. You not only have time to get your car serviced, you will have time to drop off those pictures that need developing at the One Hour Photo Shop in the mall nearby. (You can pick them up after you have picked your pants up at the Cleaners.) By the way, the mall also was designed to save you time. You can pop in and out of the stores without walking or driving a great distance.

By now, you've got the idea. We seem to be a people that are always on the go. Whatever we do, we must do it in a hurry. Unfortunately, this often spills over into our relationship with God. We have a tendency to always say hurried-up prayers. Sometimes there may be reason to doubt whether our life is centered around Jesus, or the time clock.

The person who can bless the food the fastest is almost a hero. The elder who can pray over the offering or dismiss the service in the fewest of words will probably get the most opportunities to do so. It is no wonder that many of our prayers never receive answers! 

THE IMPORTANCE OF WAITING ON THE LORD 
There is a saying that anything that is of value is worth waiting for. Certainly this is true of the promises of God. Before Jesus Christ ascended to heaven, he commanded his disciples that they should not depart from Jerusalem, "but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence" (Acts 1:4).

We have reason to believe that Jesus gave this command to about five hundred brethren (I Corinthians 15:6), yet we read that only about one hundred and twenty of them "continued with one accord in prayer and supplication" (Acts 1:13-15) until they received the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).

What happened to the other three hundred and eighty men? Perhaps some never went back to Jerusalem. Probably some of them prayed a day or two and decided it wasn't for them. Possibly some of the group left and went back home only hours before the outpouring of the Holy Ghost took place!

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF "WAITING ON THE LORD"?
As we saw in the above incident, they obeyed the command to wait for the Holy Ghost by continuing in prayer and supplication until they received the promise. Their faith in the promise of the Father was active, not passive.

Many of the promises of God require a time of waiting upon the Lord. For instance, when praying for people to be saved. God often has to bring people into certain circumstances that their heart will be open to the truth. Not all of us were raised in Christian homes. Certainly many of us were saved because when the good seed of the word of God came to us, our hearts were ready to receive it.

Often we try to force people to accept the truth when their heart is far from being ready to receive it. It would be much better if we would "wait upon the Lord" by offering intercessory prayer for them, while awaiting the "ground" to be better prepared to receive "the seed of truth."
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Abraham was seventy-five years old when God promised to give him a son by his wife Sarah. "And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise" (Hebrews 6:15). Paul encourages us to take heart from Abraham and others like him. "That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises" (Hebrews 6:12). He further exhorts us: "For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise" (Hebrews 10:36).

Waiting is not easy, for some of us, but it is necessary. David, who knew so well how to get answers from God gives us these words of advice:

"Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD" (Psalm 27:14).

But what do you do while you wait, David? Do you fret and worry whether the answer will come or not?

"I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope" (Psalm 130:5).

Thanks David, I needed that! Many of the prophets also had something to say about the importance of waiting upon the LORD, for example, Jeremiah, Micah, and Isaiah:

"The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD" (Lamentations 3:25-26).

"Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me" (Micah 7:7).

"But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strengh; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not be faint" (Isaiah 40:31).

DON'T LOSE HEART!
"And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Galatians 6:9).

The margin of my Bible renders the last phrase "if we don't lose heart!" There is a song we sing in Malaysia that says it like this:

"Don't grow weary in doing well, don't surrender in the fight,
Keep on stormin' the gates of hell, keep on doin' what you know is right"

For there will be seasons of testing, and there may be weeping for a night;
But soon we'll be reaping the blessing, if we keep pressing on toward the prize."
(Words and Music by Don Harris and Martin Nystrom, Hosanna! Music)

Every single promise in the book is for us to claim, but often we must have patience and keep praying until the answer comes:

"And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint (*lose heart) (Luke 18:1). *Bible margin.

Jesus continued in the next several verses to tell his disciples about the widow who came to the judge day after day with the same request, "Avenge me of my adversary." Finally, the judge said, "I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me."

"And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily" (Luke 18:7-8).

Weary one, have you been crying to the Lord day and night for the salvation of a lost husband, son or daughter, or another person whom you dearly love? Maybe the answer seems like a long time in coming, but don't lose heart! When the Lord does it, He's going to do it speedily!

Child of God that is patiently waiting for the Lord to heal you of your sickness. You have prayed and fasted, and searched your heart. Yet the answer delays. Many have prayed for you, yet the heavens seem brass concerning your illness. Not only the "steps" of a good man are ordered by the Lord--but the "stops," also. Sometimes only health problems will slow us down to learn some glorious truth that God wants to show us. Don't lose heart!

Discouraged pastor, does it seem like the outpouring of the Holy Ghost is for everybody else but you--as if the Lord is not hearing your earnest cry for spiritual rain? Continue to seek the face of the Lord, and don't lose heart! Revival is on the way!

"Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, O LORD our God? therefore we will wait upon thee" (Jeremiah 14:22).

