FOURTEEN TESTS ALL LEADERS MUST FACE

(TO HELP US UNDERSTAND THE SEASONS OF REFINEMENT)

    Trials are a means or instrument of testing that reveals the true inner world and character of the individual. They are God given exams that test to see if we have learned the material or not. Just as a professor is silent during exams, God many times seems silent during our tests.  It is up to us to find what His Word says and put it into action to overcome and be victorious by “fighting the good fight of faith.” You can choose many things in life, but you cannot choose whether you will face trials or tests. You have no choice in that matter. God chooses them for you to mold you.

1.  The TIME test: When God does not seem to be fulfilling a Word He gave the leader in the past. This tests a leader’s patience, the purpose is to help a person grow in faith. 

Biblical illustration: Abraham. Abraham was 75 years old when God called him out of Haran to travel to Canaaan. He promised him that he’d possess all of Canaan from the Euphrates south, and that he would have a child of his own as heir.  ABRAM first thought that he needed to help God out by their custom and offered Elierzer his servant to be his heir.  (Gen. 15:1-4). But he did not wait through God’s time test. Sara then wanted to help God out and offered her handmaid to her husband.   Abram had a child at the age of 86, Ishmael, who was Hagar’s son. And not until he reached 100 years old did God bring the promise to pass, and give him the promised son that was to be his heir. Many leaders say together with Abraham, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before thee!” They must submit themselves to God’s time test and with patience endure and allow faith and purity to work in their lives. 

2. The WORD test.  The leader experiences circumstances that seem to nullify the written or living Word of God. “How can that possible come to pass in my life?” one might say. Many people think that because they have been filled with the Spirit and baptized in the name of Jesus, that they should never experience darkness or confusion as long as they do not commit sin. But the Word test is not an accident. God purposely allows contrary situations into a person’s life. God has not forgotten, nor does He contradict His promise, but he desires to accomplish certain purposes that are as yet unknown or understood by His child. If His child obeys, then eventually he will find himself rejoicing in the Lord’s wisdom and skill in the planning and seemingly antagonistic experiences. 

Biblical illustration: Joseph. Genesis 37-45.  Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, and when he was only 17 years old, the Lord gave him a Word in the form of two dreams. In one, his family bowed down to him. And in the other, the sun, moon and stars bowed down to him. The two dreams represented his eventual authority over his parents and brothers. Because of that, he became an object of jealousy, and his brothers sold him into slavery to Potiphar, Pharoah’s officer in Egypt. He was falsely accused of trying to seduce Potiphar’s wife, thrown into prison. It looked impossible that the Word of God, his authority over his family, could ever come to pass. Through all of the contradictory circumstances, God’s Word to Joseph was tested. Psalm 105:17-19.  Joseph waited approximately 14 years to see the fulfillment of God’s Word to him. 

Abraham offered Isaac on the altar he constructed on Moriah believing that God would raise him up.
3. The CHARACTER test;  The leader is surrounded by ungodliness that attempts to pull him in that direction. He may be tempted to sin by the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, or the pride of life. In order to develop strong godly characters in His children, He puts them through tests and in fiery places so they can learn to stand strong in Him. He reveals to His child where his areas of weakness are. He must call on the grace of God to be able to stand. H must learn to stand up boldly against the powers of darkness around him and live according to Godly principle.

Biblical illustration:  Samuel. He is regarded as the greatest of the juges, and the first of the prophets. Eli, the high priest at the time had grown physically and spiritually dull. He was corrupt because he allowed his sons to steal the sacrifices and commit fornication with women at the very door of the tabernacle. For that reason, God overthrew Eli’s succession and introduced Samuel as the leader of Israel’s spiritual and secular affairs. He was a very young boy in the midst of a very corrupt situation, but he was not tempted or pulled in that direction. Instead, he stood firm in the ways of God and listened only to the voice of God and kept himself righteous and pure before the Lord. He could have allowed himself to be swayed and pulled in the direction of the corruption all around him, but his character was pure in the midst of the trials about him.

4. The MOTIVATION test: This is a heavenly examination to reveal the true inner intentions, thoughts, values, and priorities that make a leader or child of God think in a certain way. The purpose of this test is to disclose those inner drives and purify them into desires for the glory of God, salvation of souls and edification of the church. The Lord wants to make sure that His child is not driven by selfishness, desire for acclaim or money, or any other unrighteous motive. 

Biblical illustration: Balaam. Balak, the king of Moab had seen how Israel had defeated all of her enemies and he feared that they would destroy his country as well, so he offered to pay the prophet Balaam to curse the Israelites. Balaam responded to him by telling him that he would only prophesy what the Lord told him to. He kept asking God, and this time the Lord told him to go, but to only say what he told him to. Of course, the Moabites were upset even more. Through all this, the Lord was testing Balaam’s motives. Would he sell out or be faithful to God? God allowed Balak to tempt the prophet’s motivation, and every time, the size of the bribe grew, and we see that in the end, his motives did not stay pure, and he disobeyed God. God will try a leader to see what is in his heart. He wants to use pure leaders whose motivation is only for the glory of God and salvation of souls. 

GOD WILL ALLOW SATAN TO OFFER YOU TO SELL OUT FOR A PRICE THAT SEEMS LUCRATIVE TO YOU

Pr 23:23* Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.
5. The SERVANT test:  In this test, the leader is asked to do a menial task that seems far below his calling. No menial task is below any true servant of God, but especially before the Lord is going to use someone to do something big for Him, he wants to see if he is a true servant and can serve.  The purpose of this test is to see if the person’s motivation is to be in the public eye or to receive service himself, or if he truly desires to help and serve. God uses this test to show a person’s commitment to service. 

MINISTRY = SERVING

Biblical illustration: Elisha. When Elijah found him, he was plowing a field with oxen, a humbling position, no doubt, and probably dusty and smelly. He was a future prophet of Israel, and would do more miracles than his predecessor. He used to pour water on the hands of Elijah, perhaps a menial service, but his service turned into a larger service. Ministry, or serving others, is not the end of servanthood, but it means that now a minister must serve even more people in a greater capacity. 

6. The WILDERNESS test:  In this test, the Lord leads his child into a materially or spiritually dry and desolate place. It is a time when his life is not bearing fruit, and he perhaps even wonders about his own calling. Sometimes he is even left with no one to talk to but God Himself.. This test is to increase his appreciation for the good things that God has already given him. And it teaches His child how to allow God to sustain him. It strips one of his own wisdom and ways of the world, and teaches him the ways of the Spirit. It shows him that God’s ways are different from his own. Sometimes the best way to learn this is by going through dry and lonely desert experiences. A wasteland experience must drive a person to cultivate his own life of prayer and the Word. 

Biblical Illustration:  Moses. After Moses killed an Egyptian, he fled across the border to Midian for safety. He married and had his two sons there. After forty years, an angel of the Lord called Moses to deliver God’s people from slavery. Maybe it took forty years for him to “unlearn” the ways of Pharoah and life in the palace and civilized arts and languages, so that he could learn God’s ways, the only means by which he could lead His chosen people out of the land of bondage. Every wilderness test is a special class in the school of God’s Spirit, and if we go through it correctly, we can derive much spiritual benefit. 

7. The MISUNDERSTANDING test:  This test occurs when the people who hear a leader or child of God to not receive or perceive something that is said in the way it was intended. People may misinterpret or mistake the true significance of his actions, words, attitudes or motives. The purpose of the test is to cause the leader to look for a better way of getting his feelings across. And it causes him to examine his basic attitudes and motivations. When a person realizes he has been misunderstood, it causes him to trust in God and not in his own skills of communication and to seek a different approach. It is humbling to be misunderstood. We always have to make room for some misunderstanding, but we can also go to God and ask for His wisdom in how to handle the situation.

Biblical illustration: The Lord Jesus Christ. Hebrews 12:3 He suffered much misunderstanding especially by the Jews, His own people. Many did not correctly understand how he fulfilled Bible prophecy.  Being forsaken by outsiders is one thing, but being rejected by one’s own disciples is another thing. 

8. The PATIENCE test: This happens when a person’s expectations of God do not happen “on schedule”. Patience is one of the fruits of the Spirit, and it comes from a Latin word which means, “to suffer”. In it, the Lord challenges a leader to endure some sort of tribulation without complaining or to bear trouble without losing self-control or becoming a disturbance to others. The Lord wants us to calmly tolerate delays without becoming provoked by them.  The purpose is to    help a person yield their rights to the Lord constantly. An humble leader will even yield to the Lord some very good and appropriate goals. 

The Biblical illustration is Noah. He was a man that lived many centuries on the earth, like many of the old patriarchs. For about 120 years he preached repentance to his generation, and he saw no one repent and turn to God for mercy. In the long run, God gave divine patience to Noah for him to be able to endure the scoffing. In the end, only he and his family were saved, and the scoffers perished. His patience paid off, as it will for each of us who calmly leave the results and details to the Lord.

9. The FRUSTRATION test:  a leader goes through this test when he feels that his goals and desires cannot be achieved. People or circumstances may prevent him from gratifying the desires he has set. This leaves him confused or baffled and frustrated. The purpose of the test is so that he can re-examine his priorities. Many times when the frustrations come, our priorities need to be adjusted. What is first place in his life? Does he need to spend more time in prayer and the Word instead of how he wants to accomplish his goals. Perhaps one needs to spend more time with their family. Our spiritual priorities must be adjusted from time to time. It has been said that when everything is rubbing you the wrong way, perhaps you need to turn around. We must get back to the basics, and get our goals and activities back in line spiritually.  

Biblical illustration: Paul (II Cor. 11).  We can hear Paul’s frustrations in II Cor. 11:17-12:1. Especially verses 28 and 29. His answer to frustration was a simple trust in the power of the Holy Ghost over the natural. He declared by faith in the midst of frustration: 2 Cor. 4: 8-18. 

10. The DISCOURAGMENT test: a leader goes through this test when he allows circumstances or people to dishearten him and deprive him of his courage in the Lord. During this test, a child of God may lose his confidence and hope in God. They may lose hope in the provisions of God. The purpose is to help the child of God to run to the Lord in prayer, and realize that the deep joy of the Lord comes from delighting himself in the Lord, not delighting only in happy circumstances or positive responses from people. Also, it can reveal hidden attitudes. When all is not going well, how many allow themselves to complain, murmur, feel sorry for themselves and be over taken in self pity? This renders us useless. We must ask the Lord to reveal our inner selves. We must repent and change the bad attitudes. When one is discouraged, he can find a psalm that speaks his inner sentiments and know that God is our refuge.

Biblical illustration: Elijah. Elijah became very discouraged when he learned that Israel had forsaken the Lord and that Queen Jezebel planned to kill him. He fled from her and went into the desert and sat down under a juniper tree and asked God to take his life. He was in despair. The Lord responded to him, “ I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed a knee to Baal. What are you doing here?  In discouragment, a person may just feel like lying down and hiding. Depression can take over. That is when the Lord will say, “Arise, eat of the scroll of the Word.” God wants us to stand face to face with Him during this time and to have an encounter with him. We must never run and hide when we are in distress, but that is the time when we must run and find God. The Lord will help us get our minds off our own problems and back into the will of the Lord.

11. The WARFARE test: This test happens when God’s child encounters a strong or violent opposition to his spiritual progress or his extending of God’s kingdom. Though it is really a spiritual battle, it can find natural expression in conflicts with people, and various sorts of temptations, including a feeling of unbearable temptation to sin. Some people think that a child of God should never be tempted so, but the Lord himself was tempted in all points like we are, yet without sin. One must make a conscious effort to obey the scripture. “Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh”. Spiritual warfare forces a person to grow stronger in the Spirit. One learns to effectively use his weapons of warfare…the Word, prayer, praise, and the name of Jesus! 

Biblical illustration: Timothy. “This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;” I Tim. 1:18. In the past, some churches have resorted to physical violence or unscriptural means to extend the kingdom. But we must engage in spiritual warfare, uncarnal means, to be able to advance in the Kingdom of God. 

12. The SELF-WILL test:  When a person realizes that God is asking him to do something that counters his own will, then the self-will test has begun. God has to break the person ambition of everyone he uses. That way, he can trust him to do whatever He requires for him to do in His kingdom. Sometimes the Lord even asks us to sacrifice good or appropriate things, and he doesn’t give a logical reason for it. He doesn’t always explain why, but it’s kind of like a parent saying, “because I told you so.” He wants his child to develop the childlike trust and not have his own self-will involved. This kind of simple faith is pleasing to God. A man’s own desires and feelings are put into subjection to God’s will. It is a constant submission to God’s will that Christianity is all about .God gets all the glory and credit. 

Biblical Illustration: The Lord Jesus Christ. Matt. 26: 36-48. 

13. The VISION test:  Natural and physical vision is not enough in the Kingdom of God. God wants his people to see things through His vision. He wants us to see the spiritual needs of people, and the things He wants to be accomplished. Can his child resist adversity and still hold on to God’s vision. A person’s own education and training is not the answer to seeing God’s vision. When we are working with others, we must see for them what God sees. Perhaps the vision is of an unsaved loved one worshipping the Lord. Perhaps it is the great growth of the church. 

Biblical illustration:  Nehemiah. 

14. The USAGE test:  This is when a leader feels just “put on the shelf” so to speak, and that he cannot find a place for ministry. During this time, a person may feel useless in the kingdom of God, but still has a deep desire to be used of the Lord. He must begin to prepare, because it is a calling. He must begin to seek God, read, humble himself and make himself available, regardless of the sacrifice. 

Biblical Illustration:  John the Baptist. He had a rather brief period of ministry, and he actually had more preparation time than ministry time. God is so unique in the way He prepares every one of us. But He wants us fully committed to His sovereign will for each of us. May all of us keep our hearts humble and dependent on the Lord so He may approve our total patience and trust in Him!        

