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The Tabernacle of David
FINDING A MAN AFTER GOD’S HEART

King Saul of Israel found himself in a critical situation.  The Philistines had come in large numbers to fight against the encamped army of Israel.  Saul was nervously waiting for the prophet Samuel to arrive.  He knew that the prophet was coming to offer a time-appointed sacrifice to God to beseech Him for victory, but he was late.  The soldiers became very nervous, and Saul was afraid they were going to flee in fear even before the battle began.


In a desperate attempt to enlist God's assistance, Saul ignored the Word of the Lord that had been delivered to him by Samuel. Saul was well aware that the Mosaic Law permitted only a priest to offer sacrifice, but his human reasoning led him to take matters into his own hands and offer the sacrifice himself.  The man of God arrived immediately after Saul had disobediently offered the sacrifice. The prophet sternly rebuked Saul for his pride and unbelief, telling him, "But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart..." (I Samuel 13:14).


After the Lord rejected Saul, He did not ask for volunteers to be king.  Neither did He search for a duplicate of Saul. This time God wanted someone He could depend upon to be king, someone who would faithfully obey His instructions.  God desired to find a man who desired the heart of God.  The Lord sought for a man who was seeking for Him!

A few chapters later in the book of I Samuel, the Lord dispatched the prophet to the house of Jesse to anoint the man whom He had chosen to replace Saul.  As Samuel looked upon Jesse's eldest son, Eliab, he surmised, "...Surely the LORD's anointed is before him" (I Samuel 16:6).  However, Samuel was looking only at the outward man.  The Lord told him, "Look not on his countenance or on the height of his stature..." (I Samuel 16:7). Like Eliab, the rejected King Saul was a tall, good-looking fellow.  Saul had all the external attributes one would expect to find in a leader of Israel.  Yet, he was so well endowed in a natural sense that he became conceited and comfortable in his self-sufficiency.  In the end, Saul was more interested in impressing God with what he could do on his own rather than in allowing God to work through him. God told Samuel to ignore external attributes, "...for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart" (I Samuel 16:7).


After his eldest son was rejected, Jesse paraded six more sons before the prophet, twice each.  Samuel probably sat in wonder as the Lord chose none of them.  He who searches hearts and knows the thoughts and motives of every man had examined the hearts of the seven sons of Jesse and found them wanting.  Perhaps He objected to how they had ordered their priorities in life, or perhaps He saw within them some hidden agenda.  Whatever the objection was, the Lord disqualified them all as candidates for the office of God’s king over Israel.


Finally, the eighth son, who had been out in the field tending his father's sheep, was brought before Samuel.  This one was "...ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to..." (I Samuel 16:12).  The word countenance refers to more than just his facial features. It speaks of the overall expression that his face projected, particularly the look in his eyes (Webster’s).  Hence, the Berkeley Version of Scripture reads that he had a "ruddy complexion, sparkling eyes, and a handsome appearance."  His name was David, which means the “beloved.”


The Word of God does not suggest that David had a glamorous physical appearance that would arrest an observer's attention. No, the youngest son of Jesse was attractive in a different way.  His countenance radiated the glow of one who had been in the presence of Him who is the Light of men.  His eye was single; therefore, his whole body was full of light (Matthew 6:22).  Undoubtedly, Samuel recognized this heavenly glow and knew that this young man was truly the chosen one of God.


As this youngest son of Jesse stood before the prophet, the Lord said, "...Arise, anoint him: for this is he" (I Samuel 16:12).  From that day forward the anointing of the Spirit of the Lord was upon David.  God’s anointing departed from Saul’s life and in its place an evil spirit arrived to fill the void. The demon troubled and tormented Saul for the remainder of his days.


In recounting the history of Israel, Paul said that after Saul, God "...raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfill all my will" (Acts 13:22).  From a human perspective, David was the most improbable member of Jesse's household to be selected to serve as king.  He was young, inexperienced, and was accused of being a "day-dreamer."  It would seem that out of the thousands of mature, experienced men of Israel, God surely could have found someone who was more qualified to be king than this boy. However, God looked beyond the outward appearance and the inadequacies of his youthfulness, and instead examined David's heart.  When He did, the Lord found something in David that moved His own heart.  The paramount qualification that God had in mind when he searched the hearts of the men of Israel in order to find a king was a focused intensity of a heart that longed after God Himself.  In this quality, David was greatest in all of Israel, and perhaps in all of time.


According to the Scripture, David was only seventeen when he was anointed king over Israel.  His search for God and for a relationship with Him had not begun just in the short time before Samuel had arrived at Jesse's house.  Long before Samuel anointed David, the Lord had taken notice of him.  David had been tending his father's sheep for several years.  While on those lonely Judean hillsides, he developed and expressed such an awesome desire for a relationship with the Almighty God that, in spite of his age, God anointed him to lead His chosen people.

GOD MEETS US

AT THE LEVEL OF OUR DESIRE.

On one occasion while watching his sheep, David observed a small red deer called a hart racing toward a mountain stream in pursuit of water. Perhaps he thought within himself, The way that hart thirsts for water reminds me of my own thirst for God.  He expressed his fervent desire for God in a song that we know as:

Psalms 42:1-2

1
As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
2
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?

Psalms 42:1-2 (Contemporary English Version) 

1      As a deer gets thirsty for streams of water, I truly am thirsty for you, my God. 
2      In my heart, I am thirsty for you, the living God. When will I see your      face? 

Psalms 42:1-2 (The Message Bible) 

1      A white-tailed deer drinks from the creek; I want to drink God, deep draughts of God. 
2      I'm thirsty for God-alive. I wonder, "Will I ever make it —  arrive and drink
 in God's presence?" 


A brother here at Antioch told me a story recently about an experience he had deer hunting.  Ron is an accomplished hunter and has traveled all over the North American Continent hunting.   He and his friend were bow hunting once and each of them shot a deer.  However, being experienced hunters, they knew that neither of their shots had been good enough to kill either of their deer immediately.  Ron told me that if a deer is wounded and the hunter chases after it, out of fear it will run for miles trying to escape regardless of how seriously it is wounded.  So, both he and his friend left the woods in the opposite direction of where both deer had been shot in order to prevent them from fleeing to a place where they could not be found.  Early the next morning they went back to the place where they had shot the deer.  After only a short time of searching, they found both deer less than a hundred yards apart.  The wounded deer had fled to the closest creek and were in the water where they had died.  Ron said that a wounded deer will seek out the nearest water and lay in it to cool off its wounds and hopefully stop the bleeding.  Because both deer had been in the cool water of the creek overnight, they were not spoiled from the decay of death.  Both hunters were able to take their meat home.


Obviously David also knew about deer.  He equated his desire for God to that of a deer seeking the refuge of a stream of water.  Oh, that all of God’s children had the same degree of desire for God!  If only we could find that place of fellowship with Him.  If only we had the same confidence of comfort from God that a deer has from a stream of water.  If only we would be as persistent and focused on finding a place of fellowship with Jesus as a deer is when seeking a brook.  Grant it Lord, in Jesus name!


Another one of David’s songs demonstrates that he had found his “brook”:

Psalms 91:1-92:1 (The Living Bible)

1 We live within the shadow of the Almighty, sheltered by the God who is above all gods. 

2 This I declare, that he alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I am trusting him. 

3 For he rescues you from every trap and protects you from the fatal plague. 

4 He will shield you with his wings! They will shelter you. His faithful promises are your armor. 


5 Now you don't need to be afraid of the dark any more, nor fear the dangers of the day; 

6 nor dread the plagues of darkness, nor disasters in the morning.  

7 Though a thousand fall at my side, though ten thousand are dying around me, the evil will not touch me. 

8 I will see how the wicked are punished, but I will not share it. 

9 For Jehovah is my refuge! I choose the God above all gods to shelter me. 

10 How then can evil overtake me or any plague come near? 

11 For he orders his angels to protect you wherever you go. 

12 They will steady you with their hands to keep you from stumbling against the rocks on the trail. 

13 You can safely meet a lion or step on poisonous snakes, yes, even trample them beneath your feet! 

14 For the Lord says, "Because he loves me, I will rescue him; I will make him great because he trusts in my name. 

15 When he calls on me, I will answer; I will be with him in trouble and rescue him and honor him. 

16 I will satisfy him with a full life and give him my salvation." 

RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS IS WORTH THE PURSUIT; RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS IS WORTH THE EFFORT; RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS IS WORTH THE COST!  RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS IS MORE IMPORTANT AND GREATER THAN ANYTHING ELSE IN WORLD!!!

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR DESIRE

Being a Hebrew, David certainly understood that God dwelled only in the “Most Holy Place” in the Tabernacle, which was at that time set up in Shiloh.  Undoubtedly he knew that only a priest from the tribe of Levi could enter the tent and stand before the presence of God.  However, David was from the tribe of Judah, not Levi. According to Mosaic Law, it was impossible for David to even enter the tent, let alone go beyond the second veil to the Holiest of Holies and actually experience personal fellowship with God.  Therefore, it would seem that David's desire for God, as expressed in Psalm 42, was an exercise in futility.  Why?  Because there was no Scriptural precedent to which he could look as a basis for ever expecting his desire for God to be fulfilled.


Many great men of God had arisen in Israel prior to David.  Moses had talked with God face-to-face.  He was mightily used of God; yet, even after witnessing many miracles, he admitted that he did not actually know God (Exodus 33:13).  Joshua followed after Moses, a man who declared that he and his household would serve the Lord.   Following him was a succession of 16 Judges, mighty men of valor such as Gideon, Shamgar, and Samson.  There was also Deborah, a great woman of God and mightily used by Him.  Finally there was Samuel the prophet, the man who poured the anointing oil on the first two kings of Israel.  They all served God commendably and offered their sacrifices to God according to the Law of Moses.  Nevertheless, they had no personal access to God and their approach to Him had to end at the gate of the Tabernacle.  Like everyone else in Israel, they too were required to turn their offerings over to the priests, who in turn offered them up to God in their place.  As great as these people were as servants of God, their desire for God Himself never motivated the Lord to emerge from His 15 x 15 foot room in the Tabernacle and personally fellowship with any one of them.


God did manifest Himself outside of the Tabernacle during the period from Moses to Saul, but it was only for the purpose of performing mighty works on behalf of His people.  The Lord helped His people in order to prove to them that He was real and that He cared for them.  Yet, there is no Scriptural record indicating that the Lord ever appeared to any individuals outside of the “Most Holy Place” for the purpose of fellowshipping with them.  Nevertheless, along came the young shepherd David! He was an entirely different kind of man.  There was purity in his motives and a burning desire in his heart unlike any of his notable predecessors.  He was not seeking for God's blessings; he was not seeking for God's power; and, he was not seeking for a position in God's kingdom. Instead, David was seeking only for God Himself.  The ardor of His desire drew the attention of the creator of heaven and earth to a lonely lad in a hillside pasture in Judea.  This young man did not want the things of God; he wanted the heart of God.


Strong's says that the original Hebrew word for "panteth" found in Psalms 42 means "to long for." It is difficult for some of us to imagine our hearts of flesh actually "panting" after God.  We may be interested in God, we may fear God, we may believe in God, and we may even be devoted to God; but we cannot comprehend actually longing for Him.  This dimension of human desire is normally reserved for things we can only experience sensually, or for what is felt when we pursue a relationship with the opposite sex.  We just cannot conceive of someone passionately pursuing God.  However, that is exactly what David did!  Even though his revelation of Calvary was only a dim shadow of things to come and his experience with the Holy Ghost was only external, his heart panted after God.  David fervently desired to know the Lord personally.


The difference between David and most of us is that while we zealously pursue winning the world for Christ, David zealously pursued winning Christ for himself and for the world.  We seek diligently to gain the things of God, but David sought diligently to gain God.

UNDERSTANDING HOW DESIRE WORKS

Some may argue that God must have given David a greater capacity to experience such desire and a stronger ability to respond to that desire than He gave to most of mankind.  On the contrary, since God is no respecter of persons, this cannot be true.  If He creates in any one of us at birth a different capacity for desire or a different ability to experience desire than He gives to another, He has shown partiality. Rather, God provides each of us with an equivalent capacity to desire.  The Bible reveals that desire originates in the belly: not the place where food goes, but the empty space deep within the innermost part of our spiritual man.  The Greek word translated belly in John 7:38 actually means "a cavity or an emptiness" (Strong’s).  This God-ordained "emptiness" is the source of all our desire for Him. For this reason, the desire for God or the things of God is frequently described in Scripture as "hunger" or "thirst" (Matthew 5:6). Empty places always cry out to be filled.


Each of us is free to choose the direction in which our desire takes us. We can either decide to allow our desire to flow outwardly through the flesh in lusting after self-serving things, or we can direct it inwardly into the spirit through which we can communicate and fellowship with God. Someone who is zealous for material things and worldly pleasures is actually a person with a desire for God that has been misdirected and perverted.  Desire is an innate part of all of us; we must not abdicate our responsibility to direct it.


Ultimately there are only two directions to which we can point our desire: either toward Jesus Christ or toward something else.  Proverbs 19:22 speaks to those who direct their desire toward the Lord, saying, "The desire of a man is his kindness."  The literal Hebrew says, "The longing of a man is his piety" (Strong’s).  This “longing” dwells within every man as potentially godly motivation.  For those who choose to direct it into the spiritual dimension, it will provide the impetus needed to strive zealously toward piety, which is absolute devotion to the true God, Jesus Christ.


In Philippians 2:13 Paul states, “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”  The word worketh in this verse is translated from the Greek word energeo (from which the English word energize comes) which means "to activate or cause to operate."  The verse indicates that God is able to "energize" this desire and grant us the ability to do the things that please Him.  When we choose the pursuit of God as the course of our lives, God's grace is able to provide strength and resolve to both our decisions and our ability to act on our decisions.  However, he does not energize our desire when we direct it away from Him.  We are on our own in those times, because God cannot and will not violate our self-will.  We first must choose Him; then, God will work for us and through us.


On those occasions when we notice our energy to serve God beginning to wane, we need to consider the possibility that our problem is not that we are weary, depressed, or backsliding.  Our problem may be that we have become involved in doing certain things that are not pleasing to God, even though we might be justifying ourselves by labeling them as "spiritual activities."  When done in our time, by our way, and for our purposes, some activities that would normally be considered spiritual actually are in fact carnal.  When we persist in conducting our spiritual lives according to our will and not God's, we allow our devotion to become simply religious involvement, which hinders our growth in the knowledge of God.  Rather than giving up out of frustration or (for the very determined) struggling onward in misery, we need only to redirect our desire toward pursuing the person of Jesus Christ.


Some may say: But I just don't have enough desire to seek God. There must be something wrong with me.  This is not true.  Absolutely no one lacks desire!  Every living human being has a desire for something, usually many things.  It is impossible to be alive and have NO desire.  It may be focused on the wrong things, but desire is there!  Do I need to say it again?  If I were truly lacking in all desire I would, by implication, have to be literally dead. Even longing for death (suicide) constitutes desire.  


For many of us, our failure to understand the nature of desire has trapped us.  We think that our desires control and direct us the way a bridle does a horse; actually, God designed us to function the other way around.  God has made available to us the power to control and direct our desires.  Control starts with the power to decide, not the power to do or not do. If we forfeit the right to choose, we then become the victim of our desire and not the master of it.   


Many people think that their desires tell them what they want.  This is totally untrue!  If my desire has focused on something specific, it simply has been directed by something that is in my heart.  If I say I am not aware of what is in my heart, all I have to do is examine what my thoughts dwell on and what I desire.  Proverbs 23:7 declares, “For as he (a person) thinketh in his heart, so is he...”  When I allow the secrets of my heart to steer an improper desire in a particular direction for a prolonged period of time, the visible result is usually called a “bad habit.”  Still, I am not controlled by my bad habits; rather, I am controlled by the desires of my heart that have not been submitted to God and His Word. 


The words desire and lust are synonyms.  In fact, lust is nothing more than intense desire that has been allowed to go in the wrong direction.  All desire begins deep within us as the craving of the inner man to be fulfilled, or literally “filled full.”  This inner craving then expresses itself in the mind where various ways of achieving fulfillment are contemplated.  At this point, we must choose to direct this desire toward God. Sinners do not always have this option because they may not know about God.  However, Christians have no such excuse.  If we do not direct our desires toward Jesus Christ, we can hardly expect Him to reveal Himself to us in deeper depths and greater dimensions.  Our desires must be directed by our power to choose.  If I do not exercise this power consciously, then my flesh will gain the influence over my ability to desire and decide for me.  James 1:14 tells us: “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust [un-channeled desire], and enticed.”


Before the final decision is made as to which direction our desires will be allowed to flow, many alternative choices will compete against each other within our minds.  Paul declared, "For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit [lusteth] against the flesh:  and these are contrary the one to the other:  so that ye cannot do the things that ye would" (Galatians 5:17).  When I live in a state of indecision, I become spiritually paralyzed by the warfare that I ALLOW to go on within me.  Both sides may win a battle now and then, but neither side will win the war until I choose who will win.  Again, the winner is my choice.  I am not a victim unless I choose to be.  This condition is described vividly by the Biblical illustration given to us by James: “...For he that wavereth [between decisions] is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed” (James 1:6).  This is not the will of God!  But, it will not change until I choose for it to change.


Lust always begins with an accumulation of ideas.  Once we allow an idea to connect with our desire, the desire is said to “conceive.”  After this happens, mental pictures begin to form and imaginations become implanted in our thoughts.  Our thoughts become preoccupied with the direction we have chosen, then our minds conveniently replay the videotape our imaginations have produced. These imaginations feature us pleasurably fulfilling our desire through the object upon which we have been focusing.  Eventually, our imaginations are acted upon and, in turn, they become deeds.  Once this occurs, we find ourselves under the dominion of a force more powerful than our own will.  It is not a “bad habit;” it is bondage.  This is the reason some of us now feel as though we no longer have a desire to know Jesus.  We have allowed ourselves to go in the wrong direction for so long that we are under the control of our own compulsive behavior.  The only solution is to go back to the starting point and redirect our desire toward Jesus.  This is called “repentance.”  The Greek word translated repentance means “a change of mind, a change of direction” (compilation of Strong’s, Thayer’s, and Vine’s).  Changing the direction of our lives and beginning to seek Jesus again may seem extremely difficult for some, but it really is not. Since repentance is pleasing to God, we can count on Him at that point to "energize" our desire with His own power.


Paul tells us:

Romans 12:1-2

1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

2
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

These Scriptures are very clear.  Change takes place because our minds are renewed.  If I want to be transformed into the image of God instead of being conformed to this world, it must start with my mind.  Wuest’s comments on Romans 12:2 as follows: 

"Conformed" is sunschmatizoe.  Schematize (the Greek word translated “conformed”) refers to the act of an individual assuming an outward expression that does not come from within him, nor is it representative of his inner heart life [author’s emphasis]. The prefixed preposition sun adds to the meaning of the verb the idea of assuming an expression that is patterned after some definite thing. The verb is present imperative with me, the negative, which construction forbids the continuance of an action already going on. Paul exhorts the saints, "Stop assuming an outward expression which is patterned after this world, an expression which does not come from, nor is it representative of what you are in your inner being as a regenerated child of God"[author’s emphasis].  One could translate, "Stop masquerading in the habiliments of this world, its mannerisms, speech, expressions, styles, habits" [author’s emphasis].

Instead of masquerading in the habiliments of this age, Paul exhorts the saints to be transformed. The word metamorphoomai (Greek for “transform”), refers to the act of a person changing his outward expression from the one he has to a different one, an expression which comes from and is representative of his inner being [author’s emphasis]. The word is used in Matthew 17:2 where it is translated transfigured. The translation could read, "The manner of His outward expression was changed before them, and His face shone as the sun, and His clothing was white as the light." The usual manner of our Lord's outward expression during His humiliation was that of the man Christ Jesus, a man of sorrows and of grief, an itinerant preacher and teacher from Nazareth dressed in the homespun of a Galilean peasant. But here, our Lord allows the glory of His inner essence as deity, as such representative of Him, to shine through His human body. This radiance caused His face to shine and His garments to appear white as the sun. 


Paul therefore says, in effect, to the saints, "Change your outward expression from that which you had before salvation, an expression which came from your totally depraved nature and was representative of it, to an expression which comes from your regenerated inner being and is representative of it" [author’s emphasis].  The saint is to do this by the renewing of his mind. Renewing is translated from anakainœsis, which Trench defines as "the gradual conforming of the man more and more to that new spiritual world into which he has been introduced, and in which he now lives and moves; the restoration of the divine image; and in all this so far from being passive, he must be a fellow-worker with God." Thayer defines the word as "a renewal, renovation, complete change for the better." That is, the change of outward expression is dependent upon the renovation, the complete change for the better of the believer's mental process. This is accomplished through the ministry of the indwelling Holy Spirit [author’s emphasis], who puts sin out of the believer's life and produces His own fruit when the believer becomes definitely, intelligently, and habitually yielded. He does that by controlling the mental processes of the believer. It is the prescription of the apostle to "Habitually be ordering your behavior within the sphere and by means of the Spirit, and you will positively not fulfil the desire of the flesh (evil nature)" [author’s emphasis] (Gal 5:16). 


(Wuest’s Word Studies of the Greek New Testament)


Continuing now with our discussion of desire, Proverbs 13:19 declares, "The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul." A fulfilled desire results in a feeling of satisfaction, a sense of “feeling full.”  When we try to fulfill our spiritual desires through natural things, the results are always mediocre and temporary.  Even when we do it under the guise of spiritual activity, it ultimately leaves us feeling extremely empty.  It is impossible to fill the infinite with the finite.  Because we have not pointed our desires in the proper direction, some of us have become addicts, not necessarily to drugs or alcohol, but to pleasures, possessions, prestige, popularity, or even religious activity.


Drug addicts will tell you that during the period of time leading up to clinical addiction, they kept finding that they needed progressively stronger drugs and more frequent and/or more concentrated doses in order to feel the same effect.  Similarly, alcoholics (addicts who drink their drug) start out taking "just a couple” of drinks.  Before they realize it, they are drinking compulsively and continuously, trying to satisfy that insatiable desire that only God can fill.  For the religious among us, the same principle holds true.  The emptiness within us requires ever-increasing efforts to perform adequately enough to feel right with God.  When will we finally learn that neither natural substances nor religious activities can ever fulfill the longing in our heart to be intimate with Jesus Christ? 


Proverbs 13:12 says, "When the desire cometh, it is a tree of life."  The same desire that causes some of us to become over-involved in the pursuit of pleasure, religion, or material things is also capable of propelling us toward Jesus Christ.  Once a genuine relationship with Him is established, the seed of the Word planted within us will grow as a bountiful tree of life.  Perhaps Jesus had this in mind when He said, "I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly" (John 10:10).  This verse assures us that God has every intention of fulfilling the desires that He has placed within us. His goal is that our fulfilled desires produce the fruit of abundant life both in our lives and in every life that we touch.


Ardently (his crucifixion is called “His passion”), Jesus longs to become our delight.  He keenly desires to be the ultimate source of our deepest satisfaction and joy.  If we do not truly know Him, how can He become our delight? If we knew Him, we would love Him, and loving Him would cause us to delight in Him.  Delighting in Him would completely satisfy our most compelling desires, producing in us a tranquility of soul and a quality of life that could only be described as abundant.


Somehow we must surpass the limitation of religious tradition that is satisfied with just singing a few songs and "having church."  We desperately need to go beyond the "pray an hour a day" mentality.  We absolutely must transcend every bit of religiosity, overcoming our entire propensity to use human effort to be "spiritual."  It is imperative that we renounce and repudiate religion in any form or fashion, and resolutely and passionately pursue an intimate personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

OUR LOVING GOD PENETRATES THE WALLS

WHICH HINDER FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM

While David was tending sheep and seeking the face of God, the priests were fulfilling their responsibilities and obligations in the Tabernacle.  They were offering sacrifices at the Altar, washing at the Laver, filling the Lampstand with oil, eating the bread, and burning the incense, all according to the instructions given to Moses by God.  They were not doing anything wrong, but God gave Israel the Tabernacle so that He could meet with them (Exodus 25:22), not just as a means to receive perpetual service.  The Tabernacle, with its divinely designed pattern, was provided to help man understand how to find a place of fellowship with his God.


Nevertheless, at the same time that all the ceremonies and rituals were being observed in Shiloh, something different and vibrant was happening outside Bethlehem on a Judean hillside.  David's desire to win the heart of God was drawing the presence of the Lord out of the Holiest of All. The passion of this teenage boy broke the barrier of the inner veil and overcame the historical and Scriptural precedents that separated him from God and God from him.  God was near to man while He was manifested in the tent, but He was not able to fellowship with him one-on-one: until, He found David.  The power and influence of ardently loving God is demonstrated by God's response to an unknown shepherd boy who somehow discovered the foundational principle of all of life --- abiding with God in an intimate, personal relationship.


How often have we contented ourselves with experiencing God in the structure of a church service?  Are we actually willing to depend solely upon others to draw God into an atmosphere of fellowship, so that we then can enter into the presence of God without having to seek Him for ourselves? The fact that the Levitical priests entered into the presence of God for David and every other Israelite did not satisfy David's personal hunger for God. His desire was not placated with the confirmation of the existence of God, as provided by the testimony of the high priest after he returned from the Holiest of All.  Neither was he content with being allowed to go no farther than the gate of the Tabernacle.  He wanted to draw closer to God than the Law permitted him.  What was his solution to this dilemma? David simply desired God so intensely that God came out to meet with him.  The Law prohibited David from going into the Tabernacle, but it did NOT prohibit God from coming out!  There was no law against God seeking out the one who sought so earnestly for Him.  No one had ever longed for God with fervency so intense that the Lord was compelled to come out of His dwelling place in the Tabernacle.  David drew near to God, and God drew near to him!


David did not seek a relationship with God outside of the boundaries of God's law.  Likewise, we must not expect to find God by seeking for Him outside of the bounds of His Word. The fact that Cornelius was earnestly seeking for God did not exempt him from having to obey the plan of salvation in order to be able to truly know God (Acts 10:46-48).  In fact, even though Cornelius’ desire for God “gnawed on God’s mind” (see Chapter 5 for the explanation of this), the angel told him he still had to send for Peter to tell him what to do to be saved (Acts 10:6; 11:14).  As I said in Chapter 5, I call Cornelius the “Forgotten Man of the Bible.”  Why?  Because if this man could have this kind of desire for God and not be saved, where does that put even the most religious today?


Our desire for God ultimately makes contact with God’s desire for us through the channel of His Word.  Obeying the Word of God by faith is not religion and does not produce religion.  However, attempting to obey the Bible apart from a personal relationship with its author can only produce religion.  Religion with its traditions makes the Word of God vain and ineffective (Mark 7:7,13).  No matter how noble, how moral, how sincere, or how pious we may seem to "obey the Bible," if our obedience is not a product of our love for Jesus, we are participating in nothing more than an expression of religion (John 14:15,21-24).


While it is the divinely inspired Word of God, the Bible is not God in and of itself. It is a compass and it points us to God.  It is a picture and it shows us God.  It is a pathway and it tells us how to walk with God.  It is a love letter from God and it tells us how to love Him in return.  However, without the vibrant reality that a relationship with the living God brings to the words, the Bible is just paper and ink. If we attempt to keep the Word without trusting completely in Jesus Christ and without an intimate, personal relationship with Him, we reduce the Bible to the equivalent of any other book on religion or philosophy.  On that level, one book is just as good as another.


David acknowledged God as the One who dwelled "between the cherubims," which overshadowed the ark (Psalms 80:1).  Yet, he also knew that God was not confined to the four walls of the Tabernacle.  He looked into the night sky and proclaimed, "The heavens declare the glory of God..." (Psalms 19:1).  David was convinced that God was not restricted to the distant reaches of the universe.  Somehow he was confident that God was willing to draw near to him.  During the days that Israel thought God could be found only in the Tabernacle, David wrote, "Thou art near, O LORD..." (Psalms 119:151). There was no precedent for this statement.  The religious may have been resigned to worshiping a God who was afar off, but David's faith and desire for God declared that He was a God close at hand.


David totally refused to accept any limitations on his access to fellowship with God. On the one hand David said, "Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among them that call upon his name; they called upon the LORD, and he answered them" (Psalms 99:6).  On the other hand he said, "The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.  He will fulfill the desire of them that fear him..." (Psalms 145:18-19). David’s intense desire to know the Lord was rewarded with the revelation of the secret knowledge of how to bring God unto him.  He shared the secret with us when he declared, "I have set the LORD always before me..." (Psalms 16:8).  Jesus said to us, "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you" (John 15:7).


David discovered for himself that while the Tabernacle was an illustrated picture of how to find God, God did not purposely limit Himself to dwelling only in the Tabernacle.  The Lord was much more accessible to His people than was supposed by those who simply accepted the situation as it seemed to exist.  In reality, He was available to anyone who would wholeheartedly call upon Him in truth.  He was willing to fulfill anyone's sincere desire to know Him.  The Tabernacle was intended to be a starting point for God's fellowship with man, not a dam or a restriction to greater dimensions of relationship.

THE SHEPHERD’S SHEPHERD

David was absolutely confident in his ability to receive from God.  He said, "Delight thyself also in the LORD:  and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart" (Psalms 37:4).  His life demonstrated his faith in God's faithfulness. David did not actually become king immediately after being anointed. God first required him to attend His thirteen-year “Bible school for kings.”  He experienced living in caves and in deserts so that he could be trusted living in a palace.  David had to learn to be hated by the present King so that he could be trusted as the future King over Israel.  He endured poverty and distress so that he could be trusted with the riches and glory of the kingdom.  God's Bible school for learning how to rule His kingdom did not consist of just sitting in a classroom and learning from a book.  David's training included first dodging spears, then being given an opportunity to easily destroy the one who threw them. All of His trials were intended to reveal his true spirit.


David's thirteen years on the run did not make him a man after God's own heart; rather, his experiences only served to demonstrate that he was already a man after God's own heart.  David did not begin to seek God because of his trouble; he had already been seeking God long before the trouble started.  Furthermore, David continued to seek God in spite of his trouble.  Certainly David matured during this time; his faith and character were perfected and his knowledge of God increased.  He had made winning God his number one priority.  His devotion to his goal assured that he would make the right decisions and display the right attitude, regardless of the obstacles and opposition he faced.  Perhaps it was near the end of this period in his life that he wrote:

Psalms 23:1-6

1
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

2
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

4
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

This song was written by a man who had finally attained the intimacy of fellowship and depth of relationship for which he had so long desired.


Paul repeated essentially the same sentiments as David expressed in Psalms 23 when he wrote:

Philippians 4:11-13,19

11
Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

12
I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

13
I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

19
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
How did Paul and David learn that true contentment comes only from knowing Jesus Christ?  Only their wilderness experiences were capable of teaching these men of God such a valuable lesson.  As stated in Chapter 3, there is only “one needful thing;” or, more literally, there is only One of whom there is need!  However, we rejoice with thanksgiving because we have an emphatically stated promise: our God shall supply all of our need (singular not plural) by giving us Himself when we seek for Him!  We do not NEED anything or anyone else!  If we have Him, we have EVERYTHING!

SUFFERING WITH HIM

IN ORDER TO REIGN WITH HIM

Because David had yearned to know God in an ever-increasing intimacy, God led him into a thirteen-year period of trial, deprivation, and loneliness.  During this time David learned to know God in the same way Paul later did: "...in the power of his  resurrection, and in the fellowship of his sufferings..." (Philippians 3:10).  Some of us want to experience only the power of His resurrection without later experiencing His suffering.  This is impossible.  If we are to truly know Jesus Christ intimately, we must experience His life in both dimensions.  The Lord first demonstrates His power to us by resurrecting us from the deadness of our past life of sins.  However, He then begins to lead us into fellowship with Him by allowing us to suffer as He did.  Apparently it was during this period of David's life that he was able to write with conviction, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:  for thou art with me...” (author's emphasis) (Psalms 23:4).  If we do not first suffer with Him, we cannot reign with Him (2 Timothy 2:12).  (See also Acts 14:22; Romans 8:17; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-8; 1 Peter 4:12-16).  


There are those today who think that the best way to have revival is to make the Church “more acceptable, more appealing, and more tolerable” to the lost.  They seem to be willing to do anything to avoid “suffering with Him.”  How is it possible for those who claim to have faith in the Bible to be so very wrong?  Jesus gave the answer:

Matthew 22:29
Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God.  (See Mark12:24 also.)

The Bible adds further evidence to demonstrate their true spiritual condition:

Isaiah 8:20
To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.
Jeremiah 8:7-9

7
Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD.
8
How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain.

9
The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them?
Hosea 8:12
I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange thing.
Paul also gave an accurate assessment of their condition:

Acts 13:26-27

26
Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent.

27
For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him.

Finally, Jesus gives us a clear diagnosis and prognosis of the religious:


John 5:37-47

37
And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.
38
And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not.

39
Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.
40
And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.

41
I receive not honour from men.

42
But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.
43
I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.

44
How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?
45
Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust.
46
For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.

47
But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?
There is no greater compliment that God can give His people than to show that He 

trusts them to love Him and to be faithful to Him even when they suffer.  There are 

many things which happen in life which have “no earthly” explanation.  Is it possible that 

the Lord has been bragging on you to the adversary like He did with Job?  Only 

those who have a true intimate, personal relationship with Jesus would consider it a 

privilege to be able to give God glory through being faithful in sufferings.


THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID

Proverbs 18:1 states, "Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermedleth with all wisdom."  David's desire to seek the face of God enabled him to establish a personal relationship with God apart from the Tabernacle ceremony.  We know of no one who taught him how to have this relationship; such knowledge was a product of his desire.  Although the sacrifices offered in the Tabernacle atoned for David’s sins as well as for the rest of Israel’s, he was unwilling to settle for stagnant religion.


When David's relationship with God had sufficiently matured, the Lord saw fit to allow him to become king.  After his coronation, one of the first things David did was move the “Ark of the Covenant” to Jerusalem.  In 1 Samuel chapter 4, the Bible tells us that the Ark had been in the Tabernacle of Moses at Shiloh until King Saul used it as a religious "good luck charm" in a misguided attempt to win the war that eventually took his life.  The Philistine enemy captured the Ark, but later returned it to Israel.  As David and the people of Israel brought the Ark to its new dwelling place on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem, David openly displayed his joyous fervor for God.  He stopped the processional every six steps in order to offer sacrifice and to joyfully dance "...before the Lord with all his might" (2 Samuel 6:14). The religious may also dance and rejoice occasionally, but they never genuinely experience the dimension of worship and joy in which David participated as he brought the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem. The greatness of this joy can only result from a true relationship with God Himself.


The Bible states that when they brought the Ark into Jerusalem, it was placed "...in the midst of the tabernacle that David had pitched for it..." (II Samuel 6:17).  This was NOT that same tabernacle that was at Shiloh, but was a second tabernacle designed and constructed by David himself.  Yet, what about the Tabernacle of Moses; what happened to it?  Everyone knew that the presence of God was manifested over the Mercy Seat of the Ark. Without the Ark and without the manifestation of the presence of God that accompanied it, service in the Tabernacle would seem to be useless.  Nevertheless, even after the Ark no longer resided in the Tabernacle, the priests continued in their ritual service.  They offered daily sacrifices to a God who was no longer there.  What a perfect illustration of vain religion!

1 Chronicles 16 tells about the tabernacle that David had pitched for the Ark.   It was very different in design from that of the original that had been moved to Shiloh. The Ark had been concealed within the walls of the original tabernacle so that only the priests could see it.  However, David's tent was open on one side so that all could see the Ark and worship before it.  The Bible tells us of an amazing development at the Tabernacle of David: 

1 Chronicles 6:4  And he appointed certain of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, and to record, and to thank and praise the LORD God of Israel.

1 Chronicles 6:4 (The Message Bible) 

4 Then David assigned some of the Levites to the Chest of GOD to lead worship — to intercede, give thanks, and praise the GOD of Israel. 

1 Chronicles 16:37  So he left there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD Asaph and his brethren, to minister before the ark continually, as every day's work required.
Where did David get permission to do this?  There is absolute NO precedent for this 

anywhere in God’s instructions to Moses concerning the Tabernacle that he built.  Only 

the High Priest could come before the Ark and that was only once per year (Hebrews 

9:7).  Not only did David place Levites (not priests) before the Ark to minister, the Ark 

was now unhidden and openly available for anyone to come and worship before it, 

including and especially DAVID!




The tabernacle of David proclaimed to all Israel that God was now available for a personal relationship with whosoever will.  David desired for everyone to know God like he did.  The King James Version translates the following notation, which the Hebrews placed at the beginning of the 63rd Psalm: “A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.” The Psalm itself opens with:

Psalms 63:1-2

1
O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;
2
To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.  

David still thirsted for God after he was crowned king, but it was a continuation of a greater thirsting that had begun during his wilderness experience. He thirsted for more than just a relationship with God for himself; rather, he longed to see God's power and glory manifested to everyone.  David now desired to participate in the work of God as the Lord’s partner. His tabernacle allowed everybody to see and experience the Shekinah Glory for themselves.  Never before in the history of Israel had the common man been privileged to meet with God in the same way that Moses had experienced Him --- face-to-face.  This foreshadowed the promise of Acts 2 that God would pour out His Spirit upon "all flesh" without limitations.  Young and old, servants and handmaids, now everyone could come into the presence of God.  An intimate relationship with God was now made available to anyone who thirsted for God as David did.


David later sought God for permission to build a permanent temple in Jerusalem where the Ark could reside and God could dwell for all time. However, the Lord refused to allow him to build the temple because he was "a man of blood."  Could it also be possible that the Lord did not want David to be distracted from his relationship with God and end up being snared by religious ceremony?  God told David that his son Solomon would be allowed to build the temple. Nevertheless, in response to David's desire, God gave him a special promise. He declared,  "...I have sworn unto David my servant, thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up my throne to all generations" (Psalms 89:3-4).


The Lord had planned something for David far better than the building of a temporal temple.  From the future fruit of David's loins, God was going to build Himself an eternal Temple made of flesh, the Temple where God would dwell for eternity.  This Temple we know as the "Son of God," who during the days of His flesh was called the "son of David" (Matthew 9:27, Mark 10:47).  Paul identified this product of David's lineage as "...Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh" (Romans 1:3).  The Levites paid tithes while they were still in the loins of Abraham (Hebrews 7:9-10).  Likewise in David's loins was the eternal High Priest, who would have unchallenged access to the most holy presence of God. Jesus Christ is Son of God, Son of David, and eternal High Priest in one, and he penetrated the veil and entered the most holy place once and for all. The youngest son of Jesse established a new pattern for the priesthood, and Christ was the fulfillment and culmination of that pattern.


The name David is the Hebrew word meaning "beloved" ("beloved" means "dearly loved").  Jesus, who was called the "beloved Son," called Himself the "root and offspring of David" (Matthew 3:17, Revelation 22:16).  David, like his offspring Jesus, was from the tribe of Judah.  The word Judah is from the Hebrew word meaning "praise." The priesthood of David, and subsequently of Jesus, was designed to show us the pathway to establishing a relationship with God.  Entering into fellowship with God always begins with praise 


In other words, praise gives birth to being "dearly loved," which in turn gives birth to praise.  Praise and relationship are mutually dependent upon each other.  As we grow in the one, we will progress in the other.  God declares that He both "inspires" and "inhabits" our praise (Psalms 22:3). David encouraged us to "Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise..." (Psalms 100:4).  As we stand before His presence as "beloved sons," let us "...offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name" (Hebrews 13:15).  Our praise is offered in appreciation for the great love wherewith He loved us. This is New Testament relationship.

THE CONCLUSION “OF THE WHOLE MATTER”

The divine instructions given to Moses concerning the Tabernacle decreed that the tribe of Judah was always to encamp just outside the gate.  Whenever Israel gathered in Shiloh on special feast days, presumably the tribes would resume their ancient positions around the Tabernacle.  Therefore, all of Israel had to pass through the tribe of Judah to reach the gate of the Tabernacle.  As a boy, David must have watched all of the people coming and going through his tribe, carrying their sacrifices up to the gate of the tabernacle.  Yet, the people were never allowed to enter.  No one could go beyond the gate.  Perhaps, at times, David would stand near the gate and try to get a glimpse of what was happening inside.  Possibly as he grew older, he began to feel excluded because he was not permitted to go into the place of ministry to God. Most likely this awareness that something was missing in his life began to consume him. What began as curiosity turned first to frustration, then later to hunger and thirst.  An unquenchable thirst to know the God of the Most Holy Place was born into David’s soul.


Sometime during David's early years, he said to himself, "One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple" (Psalms 27:4).  David may not have entered the Tabernacle in his flesh, but he certainly entered it in his heart. His thirst presented itself before the Shekinah Glory within the Holiest of All.  God responded to David's desire and David recorded the result: "In thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore" (Psalms 16:11).


When David became king, his desire for God took advantage of the opportunity to literally break down the barrier that had excluded him from God's fellowship as a child.  In Jerusalem, he built a praise tabernacle where the Ark of God could dwell and where his desire for God could be satisfied.  His tabernacle provided the people of Israel with a dramatic illustration of the desire in David's heart.


Before Moses began building the Tabernacle in the wilderness, God gave him detailed specifications on Mt. Sinai.  Solomon likewise was given an elaborate plan for the Temple he was to build in Jerusalem.  However, David's tabernacle was the product of his own desire to win the heart of God. God planned the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon, but David planned HIS tabernacle that was designed and built by a thirst for God.  Unlike the others, David's tabernacle did not become the site of ceremony or ritual; his tabernacle was built exclusively for fellowship and true worship.  David’s tabernacle excluded no one, and the invitation was,  "...let him that is athirst come.  And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" (Revelation 22:17).


In a similar way, we can build our own tabernacle of praise.  Each of us is fully capable of praising God just as sincerely and intensely as David did.  It is simply up to us to choose to do so.  Those of us who make the choice to seek God will find that the Lord will always be there, awaiting us in our tabernacle of praise to fellowship with us in an intimate and personal way.


David's desire for God enabled him to break through the dispensational veil and experience God in a way that plainly foreshadowed that which was to come. While David's life is recorded in the Old Testament, in his heart he lived in the New.  His relationship with God is documented in the psalms of worship that he wrote.  The intimate knowledge of God recorded in the Book of Psalms almost causes us to wonder why it is listed under the label "Old Testament."  In the light of our understanding of David's relationship with God, it almost seems as though the Psalms are better suited to take their place among the writings of Paul in the New Testament.  Perhaps they really are!


Paul told the Athenians in Acts 17 that, in seeking for the Lord, they should "feel after" Him.  The Greek word translated feel after means "to verify by contact." According to Strong's, the root of this word is psallo, from which we get the word psalm. I wonder how much Paul learned from David about developing a relationship with God.  Would it be stretching the meaning of words too far to say that Paul believed we should “psalm” after the Lord? Considering the number of times David's desire for God is expressed in the Book of Psalms, it seems that this is a reasonable interpretation.


David is perhaps the greatest example of a man whose desire to know God propelled him beyond the limitations of religion and into the uncharted realms of relationship. He refused to be bound by the trappings of religion. He experienced the joys and relationship of the New Testament even before it was available.  His desire inspired God to cross the boundaries of time and covenants in order to know this one who so intensely sought intimacy with His heart.


Although Paul's life seems extreme to us at times, we seem to accept his example more easily than David's because he lived during the New Testament times. However, both men provide us with tremendous examples of how to intimately know God. Let us join David and Paul in “psalming” after God.  Let us seek after the heart of God the way they did.  Let us allow these two men to serve as the patterns for our Christianity.  The highest priority for both of them was "winning Christ."  Both were men "after God's own heart." The spirit of David's desire to know God draws us to a place that deepens our own desire.  Paul's passion for God propels us toward the same prize for which he reached.  From somewhere beyond the natural realm, David cries out to us, "Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face evermore" (Psalms 105:4).  Likewise Paul challenges us with these words, "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ" (I Corinthians 11:1).

THE COMMITTAL

Together may we strive to love Jesus with Mary of Bethany's devotion.  May we pursue Jesus with the determination of Cornelius.  May we serve Him with the submission of Paul.  May we woo and win His heart with the fervency of David.  May all of true Christianity be unified under the banner of the New Testament Church: "That I may know Him."  Jesus emphatically said, "If I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me."  Amen!  It is so; let it be so!

HERE IS THE “PATH OF LIFE”:
Psalms 16:11   Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.
Psalms 16:11 (GOD’S WORD Translation)
11  You make the path of life known to me. Complete joy is in your presence. Pleasures are by your side forever.
Psalms 16:11 (Contemporary English Version)
11  You have shown me the path to life, and you make me glad by being near to me. Sitting at your right side, I will always be joyful. 
ALONG WITH PAUL, MARY, CORNELIUS, AND DAVID, THIS IS WHERE I LONG TO BE --- IN HIS PRESENCE, SITTING AT HIS FEET!  DO YOU?
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD OR RELIGION: IT IS YOUR CHOICE!

